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Lesson Calendar 


1. April 5.—Paul’s Farewell to Ephesus . . . . Acts 20: 28-38 
2. April 12.—The Resurrection . . . « + . COr. 15 : 20, 21, 50-58 
3, April 19.—The Law of Lev:: Temperance Lesson . Rom. 13 : 7-14 
y. April 26.—Paul’s Journey to Jerusalem... .. . / Acts 21: 3-12 
5 May 3-—Paul Arrested. ......... . . Acts 21: 30-39 
6. May 10.—The Plot against Paul... . . . Acts 23: 12-22 
7. May 17.— Paul before Felix... .... . Acts 24: 10-16, 24-26 
8. May 24.—Paul before Agrippa ........ Acts 26 : 19-29 
g. May 31.—The Life-giving Soret bet weil elk % Rom. 8: 1-14 
10. June 7.—Paul’s Voyage and Shipwreck. . . . . . Acts 27: 33-44 
mu. June z4.—Paul at Rome.......... Acts 28 : 16-24, 30, 31 
12. June 21.—Paul’s Charge to Timothy 


; .2 Tim. 3: 14 to 4:8 
i3. June 28.— Review. 


Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 
(Furnished by the International Bible Reading Association) 


. .. ! Paul comforted 
. The plot against Paul 
Saved from enemies 
.. . . Forewarned 
Confidence in God 

. Praise for deliverance 
. The best refuge 


Monday.—Acts 23: I-It . 
fuesday.—Acts 23 : 12-22. 
Wednesday.—-Acts 23 : 23-35 . 
Thursday.—Luke 21 : 10-19 . 
Friday.—Psalm 27 ...... 
Saturday.—Psalm 18 : 6-19 
Sunday.—Psalm 124 . 
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For Memorial Day 
A Hymn for Sunday-School and Church 
By Olive E. Dana 


UR soldiers, 'tis of you, 
Brave, forward-looking, true, 
To-day we sing. 
It is for you we twine 
The laurel and the pine, 
From hills made freedom’s sign,— 
Love’s offering. 


Here are dear, homely flowers 
From round your homes and ours,— 
The lilac’s spray, * 
The roses, blushing still, 
Or white with memory’s thrill, 
Violets and daffodil, 
And tulips gay. 


Ended our loving quest, 

We lay them where you rest, 
In honor’s thrall. 

One guerdon seek we, too,— 

God grant us hearts as true 

The new time’s tasks to do,— 
Brave comrades, all! 


Avueusta, ME. 








Good News from the 

Lesson Committee 

_ A few hours before this paper went to press the 
Sixth International Lesson Committee concluded its 
meeting in Washington, D. C., after accomplishing 
what means more to the Bible-studying public than 


at first sight may appear. The greatest present need 
of the International Lessons is admitted to be histori- 
cai continuity, or the ‘* study of the Bible by com- 
pleted periods.’’ In its editorial summary of the 
International Sunday-school Convention of 1902, at 
Denver, The Sunday School Times said, last July : 


The great achievement for which the Fifth Committee will 
g0 down into history, and which did more to silence adverse 
ticism than any other one act of any Committee, was the 
ering of the eighteen months’ study ot the Life of Christ 
from the Four Gospels. There was historical continuity, com- 
pleteness, scholarliness, biographical interest, adaptability. 

History and homiletics were both there in full measure. 


In that same issue the Times stated further that it 
Was ‘‘ rejoiced to be able to announce that the new 


[Sixth] Lesson Committee. . . is preparing to apply 
the principle of studying the Bible ‘ by completed 
periods,’ even farther than has yet been done.’’ That 
the Sixth Committee has now more than fulfilled the 
announcement thus made by this paper last summer, 
will be seen from the new lessons outlined for study, 
and_ now first made public to the Sunday-school 
world, They are as follows : 


January, 1906, to June, 1907—An 18 months’ series on the 
Life and Character of Jesus, as given by the Synoptic Gospels, 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke. 

July, 1907, to June, 1908—A full year of Old ‘Testament 
studies, the first six months taking up Stories of the Patriarchs, 
the second six months on the Making of Israel, or from Moses 
to Samuel. 

July to December, 1908—The Words and Works of Jesus (or 
studies in John, logically supplementing the synoptic studies 
of the year previous). 

January to December, t909—A full year on the Expansion 
of the Early Church, from the Acts and the Epistles. 

January to December, t910—A full year on the Glory and 
Decline of Israel (or from Samuel to Isaiah). 

January to June, 1911—Studies in Luke on the Son of Man. 

July to December, 1911—The Captivity and Return of Israel, 
from Isaiah to Malachi. 


One consecutive course of a year and a half, and 
three other courses of a full year each, out of a six- 
year schedule, tell the interesting story of the new 
Lesson. Committee's splendid response to the ex- 
pressed needs of Sunday-school workers. Still other 
noteworthy actions of the Lesson Committee at its 
Washington meeting are the election of Professor 
Samuel Ives Curtiss, Ph.D., D.D., of Chicago Theo- 
logical Seminary, to fill the vacancy in its member- 
ship caused by the resignation of President Henry M. 
Hopkins ; and the completion of the new two-years’ 
course of Bible Lessons for Beginners, the result of 
arduous study and consultation with the Primary 
Department of the International Sunday-school Con- 
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‘‘“Cut Dawn for Yourselves! 


OD does not want lazy men. Faith is no excuse 
for indolence. It is effort, and not idleness, 
that God blesses. That is a surer test of great- 

ness than alleged faith, which looks at difficulties with 
folded hands, and claims what it will not work for. 
The really religious men, the men whose hearts burn 
within them, the men who feel as sure of the unseen 
as of the seen, are the men whe do with their might 
what their hands find to do. They feel that they are 
called to be fellow-workers with God,—that is, to 
share the work with God, not leave it all to God. 

This is one of the great truths of the Bible, the 
solemn obligation of which we are too apt to forget. 
There is perhaps no scene in all the Bible where this 
truth is so graphically presséd home upon us as that 
in which, during the conquest of Canaan, the gifted 
and warlike ‘‘ children of Joseph '’—ancestors of the 
famous tribe of Ephraim—appear before Joshua, and 
demand more land than he had assigned them. 
‘*Why hast thou given me but one lot and one part 
for an inheritance, seeing I am a great people, foras- 
much as hitherto Jehovah hath blessed me?’’ The 
hill-country, they complain, is not enough for them, 
while the Canaanites on the plain have strong chariots 
of iron. Joshua wastes no words. He has his an- 
swer ready,—an answer which goes straight to the 
heart of the matter. ‘If thou be a great people, get 
thee up to the forest, and cut down for thyseif there ; 
since the hill-country of Ephraim is too narrow for 
thee.’’ Create the rights which you claim, and then 
they will be indisputably yours. 

One almost smiles to read how the rough and ready 
warrior thrust these pious grumblers back upon them- 
selves. ‘‘ Hitherto Jehovah hath blessed me."’ So 
they had known God's guiding hand in life, but they 
have yet to learn the indefeasible necessity of personal 


vention, The new two-years’ course is topically ar- 
ranged, and is expected to replace, after this year, 
the one-year’s Beginners’ Course now in use. It is 
issued under the authorization of the American Sec- 
tion of the International Lesson Committee. 

For these loving labors, so freely given by the 
members of the Lesson Committee to the Sunday- 
school workers of the world, The Sunday School 
Times speaks for all when it assures the Committee 
of the profound gratitude and appreciation of the 
Sunday-school public. 


x 
Easier to Get Much than Little 


If you would get great things, you must expect 
great things, and you must dare to ask for great 
things. When your endeavor and your appeal are 
on a great scale, you may excite a spirit and purpose 
of effort which would never be aroused by simpler or 
less daring demands. Dr. Bushnell expressed this 
truth when he was planning the Hartford Park. His 
project seemed to many too daring. They thought it 
safer to begin on asmall scale. But he believed that 
the larger request was more likely to be granted. To 
the chairman of the committee to apply to the city he 
said : ‘‘ Things are often made practicable by being 
made difficult. Human nature is such that in many 
cases the more considerable the enterprise to which 
you challenge a community, the more likely you are 
to get it adopted. In my opinion it is safer to ask 
for the whole [from the city] than the half.*’ His 
advice was followed, and the great park was assured. 
As we go to God with our requests we often ask for too 
little ; we cannot ask for too much. Our hearts are 
enlarged as we enlarge our desire for a larger blessing. 


effort. How Joshua's sharp words must have waked 
them up, —‘‘ Cut down for yourselves’*! 

This command to cut down for ourselves we disobey 
at our peril. Action must indeed be supported by 
faith, but a faith that is worthy will express itself in 
action. Nations and men alike have their destiny 
largely in their own hands, They are ruined by their 
own inactivity, and developed by their own enterprise. 
If their territory is too narrow for them, they must go 
into ihe wood-country and cut down for themselves. 

All civil and religious iiberty has been won in this 
way. The oppressed trusted in God and in them- 
selves,—in the God whom they did not see, and in’ 
the justice of the claims which were wrongly denied 
them. Was it not thus that Greece held the liberty 
which was threatened by the ambition and might of 
Persia? Greece believed in the gods. One of her 
greatest generals and acutest diplomatists ascribed the 
success of their arms, not to their own valor, but to 
heaven ; but they did more than believe, they fought. 
A few hundred men, strong in the consciousness of 
the justice of their cause, held a pass against hun- 
dreds of thousands of Persians. Three times did thc 
might of Persia hurl itself against the seemingly 
slender resources of Greece, and three times was it 
flung back,—beaten by men who were prepared to 
work and fight as well as to watch and pray,—to trust 
in their own efforts as weii as in the help of heaven. 
And as it was in ancient Greece, so it was in medieval 
Holland, in modern America, in every land which 
now enjoys the blessings of freedom. The nobler 
spirits heard a voice within their ears, bidding them 
prove their manhood, not by aspiration, but by effort. 
They did not merely pine for a far-off day, when the - 
bands would be loosed ; but they fought for it, relying 
on their own God-given might, and on the help that 
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Heaven never, in the long run, denies to the cause 
that is just. 

In this way, too, has religious liberty been won. 
God works for the men who trust him: no soul ever 
trusted him in vain. But it seldom seems to be his 
way to dispense with human effort. He does not 
desert men, but neither is he willing that they should 
desert themselves. They must fight as well as trust. 
The story of the church which, till two years ago, was 
known as the Free Church of Scotland, is a thrilling 
illustration of this principle. That church was founded 
by men who heard and obeyed the divine call to go 
up and cut down for themselves. Behind them lay 
nearly a century of lethargy and worldliness. Men 
who could not command the respect, far less the 
affection, of the people, were thrust in to minister to 
them in holy things. ‘The state had gathered to itself 
slowly but surely a power over the church, which was 
not only morally unjust, but in direct contravention 
to the law of the land. Little by little that liberty, 
which is the only safeguard of a church's life, as it is of 
a people's, was slipping through the fingers of those to 
whom Scotland's welfare and Christ's honor were dear. 

And then came the trumpet-cail: ‘‘If thou be a 
great people, then get thee up and cut down for thy- 
self in the land of the giants, though the giants be 
those of an ancient church, and though they have the 
chariots of the state to fight for them in battle.’ 
Then the great-hearted men of Scotland—not only her 
ministers, who were risking their worldly all for the 
honor of conscience and of Christ, but thousands of 
her people—did rise up like a great army, went up 
and cut down for themselves, hewed their way through 
much convention and calumny, through opposition 
and threats and hatred, and cut down for themselves 
that liberty to which every living man _ has a right, — 
the liberty that owns no lord but conscience, Christ, 
and God. 

Everywhere, in church and state, there are trees to 
be felled, —enough to keep us busy for many a genera- 
tion to come. There are still many Canaanites in 
the land, with many and strong chariots, which we 
need not hope to see swept away till we learn to use 
our right arm. Intemperance, uncleanness, bribery, 
corruption,——-how shall we sweep the land clear of 
these things? Prayer alone will not do it. If good 
is ever to be the final goal of it, it will be brought to 
pass, under the blessing of God, largely by men who 
will not grow weary in well-doing. We shall have to 
go up to the wood-country, and cut down for our- 
selves in the land of the giants,—of all those cruel 
and powerful agencies which bring sorrow to the 
hearts and ruin to the homes of the land we love. 

The brave word spoken by Joshua to a tribe should 
fall with equal force upon the heart of the individual. 
Greatness lies in cutting down for ourselves. No man 
in this world need ever complain of lack of opportu- 
nity. Every man of us stands in the midst of a 
forest of opportunities. Every difficulty is an oppor- 
tunity,—a tree to be felled, the ground on which it 
stood to be ours. That is ours which we choose to 
make ours. Fell the forest, and the ground is yours ; 
the more numerous the trees, the more extensive your 
subsequent territory. We must believe in God, and 
also in ourselves. There is such a thing as a mean 
trust jn God, —the trust which says, ‘‘ The Lord hath 
blessed me hitherto: it is finished ; I have nothing to 
do."’ Such a faith has to be solemnly warned, ‘* Cut 
down for thyself.’’ For nothing is ours, in any real 
sense, that we have not cut down for ourselves. If 
we will not cut down the trees, then we can have no 
ground, and we have no right to any. What costs 
little is usually worth little. It is with the sweat of 
our brow that we eat bread, with the effort of our 
brain that we attain knowledge, with the agony of our 
soul that we enter into the sorrowful secrets of human 
life. God's gifts come’to us with every new day, in 
every good book, in every true friendship, in every 
pure affection; but unless we make them our own 
they are not ours. Wo to the man whoclaims ground, 
and who refuses to fell the trees ! 

How many a man complains that he has never had 
a chance,—no time, no means, no ennobling friend- 
ships! But all things are ours, if we would only go 
up and cut down for ourselves. Are we not ashamed 
to say that we have no time, when we remember that 
David Livingstone, who worked in the factory from 
six in the morning till eight at night, yet found time 
for four hours’ study every evening? Are we not 
ashamed to say that we have no ennobling friendships, 
when undying friendship with the noblest of our race 
in the great masterpieces of the world’s literature are 
to be had for a sum which the poorest would hardly 
miss ! If our territory is small, it is because we have 
not been cutting down for ourselves. And even when 
we do persuade ourselves to read, the reading is not 
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always greatly to our profit. Too many choose the 
plain country, across which they may swiftly and 
thoughtlessly move, not the wood-country, with its 
obstacle at every step. The great books yield their 
secret only to repeated and earnest study. Most of 
all is this true of the Bible. Too seldom do we cut 
down for ourselves ; too often do we trust to what 
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others have cut down for us. And be the exposition 
never so true, and never so lucid, the gain to the 
spirit will ‘be little unless we strive, with all the help 
that the church can give us, and with any other that 
books and meditation and prayer can bring, to enter 
into the inner meaning of those words which, if a man 
hear and obey, he shall live forever. 

















NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS | 

















No attention will be paid to anonymous letters. 


A Proverb Challenged 


There are words and passages in the Bible of 
which the meaning is not entirely clear, and which are 
likely to remain uncertain until seen in the light of the 
next world. The existence of such passages furnishes 
a healthy incentive to honest, reverent study, and 
that is well. But it is important to remember that 
no essential or saving truth is in any way obscured to 
us because of verbal uncertainties in the translation 
of the Bible. A scholarly New York reader of The 
Sunday School Times, a member of the faculty of one 
of our most prominent theological seminaries, calls 
attention to an Old Testament passage of which he 
rightly says the English rendering has never been 
finally ascertained. He writes : 


In a recent number of The Sunday School Times, in a para- 
raph headed ‘‘A Bad Example to One's Self,’’ occurs the 
ollowing sentence: ‘‘ Hence the Bible lays so much stress 
upon the thinking of evil. ‘As [a man] thinketh in his heart, 
so is he.’ "’ The text referred to is from Proverbs 23:7. Now 
I regret very much that there is, properly speaking, in the 
Bible, no such statement. It is perfectly true that, to know a 
man, you must know his thoughts, and the thoughts do make 
the man ; but Proverbs 23 : 7 does not say this, and I am 7 
weary of the excessive use of a supposed biblical text, wit 
a view to confirmation of a statement which is in itself per- 
fectly true and vastly important. I do not look for exact 
biblical knowledge among those who most frequently make 
use of this text,—mental healers, metaphysical class leaders, 
New Thought people, etc.,—but when the impeccable Sunday 
School ‘limes falls in with the rabble, my righteous exegetical 
soul protests. 

The Authorized Version reads: ‘‘ For as he [not man in 
general, but the man with ‘an evil eye’ of verse 6] thinketh 
in his heart, so is he."’ 

‘The Revised Version : ‘‘ For as he reckoneth within himself, 
so is he.”’ 

Neither of these makes any very satisfactory sense in the 
context. 

‘The margin of the Revised Version: ‘‘ For as one that 
reckoneth,"’ etc. 

The American Revised Version: ‘‘ For as he thinketh within 
himself, so is he.’’ 

The Hebrew word translated ‘‘ thinketh’’ or ‘‘reckoneth”’ 
appears only here, and its meanings in Aramaic and Arabic do 
not give good sense ; besides, the construction of the verse is 
difficult, and the outcome is that we do not really know what 
the verse means. (Toy, in his commentary, emends the origi- 
nal. In Kautzsch’s German Old Testament the attempt to 
translate the chief word is given up.) But one thing we do 
know, that the verse in question does not mean what it is uni- 
versally (by the unlearned) supposed to mean. I wish it did ; 
the statement, ‘‘As a man thinks in his heart, so is he,’’ isa 
fine one, and weighty, and it ought to be in the Bible, but— 
it is not. Let us employ it when necessary, then, but of as a 
biblical quotation. ‘‘ Faithful are the wounds of a friend"’ 
(this is in the Bible, and in Proverbs, moreover,—27 : 6) 
Amend your ways, therefore, O Sunday School Times ! 

Your friend for many years. 


In order that the readers of The Sunday School Times 
might have the benefit of the scholarship which 
has produced the standard American Bible, the ques- 
tion has been referred to one of the Old Testament 
Company of the American Revision Committee, Pro- 
fessor Dr. Howard Osgood, who, with his colleagues, 
may be supposed to have given this passage careful 
consideration before rendering it as they did. - The 
latest and most scholarly English version of the Bible, 
the American Standard Revision, gives the same sense 
to the verse in question as the generally understood 
rendering which was used by the writer in The Sun- 
day School Times. Professor Osgood writes : 


The word translated *' thinketh’’ only occurs in this passage. 
Grant that we do not know either the derivation or the mean- 
ing of the word. Let it be blank. All the other words in 
verses 6 and 7 are the very commonest in Hebrew. There is, 
can be, no doubt about them. ‘The absolutely literal transla- 
tion of verses 6 and 7 is, ‘‘ Eat not the bread of the evil of eye 
and desire not his dainties, for as... in himself, so is he ; Eat 
thou and drink thou, he says to thee, but his heart is not with 
thee."’ In accord with what precedes and what follows, what 
is the only possible idea to be supplied in the blank space ?. It 
must be think, devise, purpose, reckon, intend, etc. There is 
no other rendering possible, and so for seventeen hundred 
years that rendering has been made in the East and West. 

Proverbs 23 : 6-8 is parallel with 26 : 23-26. The same idea 
runs through both. For the traps laid by the heart of one 
whose eye is set on evil see 7 : 10-27; 12:20; 24:1,2, The 
** evil of eye '’ only occurs in 23 : 6 and 28 : 22 in the Old Tes- 
tament. lastenens of this sort are now counted “‘ corruptions 
of the text,"’ and there are abundant opportunities for citing 


the guesses of critics, but no two agree in their suppositions. 
If your friend can show two scholars whose judgment is at all 
regarded, and who agree as to the derivation and meaning of 
the unique word in Verse 7, as opposed to the above render- 
ings, I shall be astonishingly glad to see them. 

** As he thinketh in himself, so is he’’ will probably remain 
as the correct translation, for it is so given in the latest revisions 
of the German, French, Dutch, Norwegian, and English 
Bibles ; and the men who did that work were not wanting in 
the knowledge of Hebrew or of criticism, or in some plain com- 
mon sense in a case so easy and clear as this. 

The Septuagint, true to itself, blunders egregiously here. 
‘Sup not with an envious man, neither desire thou his food. 
He eats and drinks as if one swallows a hair; and bring him 
not in to thee.'’ That man had the Hebrew text, but he could 
not translate its simple words, and, being at a loss for the 
unique word, he called it ‘‘a hair."’ 

So it would’ appear that the weight of scholarly 
evidence is in favor of the customary rendering of 
Proverbs 23:7. The New York correspondent has 
no alternate rendering to suggest, and, until there is 
some agreement among scholars as to a better and 
more probable rendering than the old one, we may 
safely assume that the Bible meant tosay what we have 
been brought up to believe it says in that passage. 
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Did Jesus Need Help in 
Rising from the Tomb? 


How important a truth is that of the resurrection 
of Jesus! Yet how many errors with reference to that 
all-important fact prevail among Bible readers. An 
intelligent teacher in Indiana comes asking thus with 
reference to two different views of this great fact : 

Is this your idea? An angel was sent from heaven to roll 
away the stone, and let Jesus out of the tomb. Or, Jesus rose 
from the dead,—left the tomb, and an angel came to show to 
those who looked for Jesus an empty tomb, and to announce 
his resurrection and purpose to meet them ? 

It may be well, before answering the question spe- 
cifically, to consider what is involved in the alterna- 
tives. What difference would it make in our grounds 
of confidence in Jesus if the one or the other view 
be accepted by us? If Jesus required help in leav- 
ing the tomb, his rising did not» differ utterly from 
other risings of persons who had died. There was 
Lazarus, there was the son of the widow of Nain, 
there was the son of the Shunamite woman in Eli- 
sha’s day, and there were still others. Are we willing 
to put these on the same plane with the resurrection 
of Jesus? We are specifically told in the Bible that 
Jesus said, before his death, that he would lay down 
his life that he himself might take it again, and that 
he would rise from the dead on the third day. We 
are also told by an inspired writer, in view of the facts, 
that Jesus Christ was the firstfruits of the resurrection, 
and that those who have part in that resurrection are 
to be in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, changed, 
a spiritual body being given instead of a natural body. 
In view of these facts, we have to believe that Jesus 
of himself rose from the dead in a spiritual body, 
being no more kept in by the stone before the tomb 
than he was by the closed door of the room where the 
disciples were assembled. He needed no angel help 
in any case. The Bible record is clear that ‘‘ an 
angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came 
and rolled away the stone,’’—but mo¢, as the Editor 
believes, in order to let Jesus out of the tomb. The 
angel's mission would seem to have been rather to the 
mortals who were still in the body, and who were 
questioning ‘‘ Who shall roll us away the stone... ? 
and looking up, they see that the stone is rolled back : 
. . . and entering into the tomb, they saw a young mai) 
sitting on the right side, arrayed in a white robe."’ 

If Jesus Christ did not thus rise from the dead with 
a changed body, he gave us no proof that he has power 
over death. He did not make good his word, and we 
have no sure hope through him ; our faith is vain. lf, 
however, he did thus rise, we should read the Bible 
record in view of this aspect of truth. Yet, of course, 
all this is a mystery, but it is a blessed mystery to on¢ 
who has faith. ; 
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LESSON FOR MAY 10 


What the Field Workers Are Doing 


Most Sunday-school people work in a single Sunday-school, and 
find. enough there to keep head and heart busy. But there is a 
constantly growing army of Sunday-school folks whose work might be 
called ** between the schools,’’—they are organizing the Sunday-school 
forces of a neighborhood, of a township, of a county, a state, or a 
nation. These are the Sunday-school field workers, leaders of organ- 
ized work. Don’t you imagine their work is interesting? If you're 
one of them, you know it is. If you are not familiar with them, you 
perhaps don’t realize all that their work means to the welfare of every 
Sunday-school in the land. Think of this for a moment: Zhere is 
scarcely a good thing in Sunday-school life to-day that does not owe either 
its origin or its general adoption to the organized Sunday-school forces of 
North America. And now there is to be an opportunity for the field 
workers in every section of this great continent to get better acquainted 
with each other, and with each other’s good methods of work, than 
has ever before been possible. Never before has any Sunday-school 
journal with a circulation even approximating that of ‘The Sunday School 
Times taken up organized Sunday-school work in the live and inter- 
esting way which is to be inaugurated in this paper. True stories of 
striking, picturesque happenings in the work ; remarkable results ac- 
complished in different parts of the field ; fresh and telling methods of 
work ; suggestions for improving, by organization, the condition of Sun- 
day-school work, perhaps in your own town or neighborhood ; stories 
of difficulties overcome ; views and announce- 
ments from the national leaders ; Marion 
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A Primary Page for Foundation-Builders 


When we look for Sunday-school life and progress, co-operation, 
and alert, aggressive, new-ccntury methods, we instinctively turn to 
the primary teachers of our land. ‘They are in the van of the Sun- 
day-school army. What a cause for thanksgiving this is! No other 
department of the school is more important, and no other department 
is more interesting. Therefore the Editors gladly announce that, 
for the present, a full page of The Sunday School Times once 
a month will be devoted to the primary teacher and her work, zn 
addition, of course, ‘to the splendid primary lesson treatment fur- 
nished every week in these columns from the master hand and 
loving heart of Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner. Primary ‘‘ Ways of 
Working,’’ telling of the thousand-and-one bright ideas that are being 
thought out and wrought out by earnest teachers in small schools and 





large ; hints for primary unions, those local centers of inspiration and 
unity ; special articles from vrimary experts on matters of living in- 
terest to all who would keep pace with the newest and best ; and— 
perhaps most interesting of all—true incidents of the work, will go to 
make this page unique in its interest and value to the teachers of 
the little ones. Questions from the readers on all phases of primary 
work, problems, and difficulties, will be answered by acknowledged ex- 
perts. If you want light on any problem that may be now confronting 
you, primary teachers, write at once to The Sunday School Times 
about it, and helpful suggestions will be given you, either in the 
paper or by letter. Moreover, the Editors 
will welcome suggestions from primary readers 





Lawrance’s “*Question Box’’ for field-work- 
ers’ problems,—all this and more, for it is 
impossible to foretell all the good things that 
will appear. For the present at least a page 
once a month will be devoted to this new 
department. 





A pageful of announcements from the Editors 
about new features, to be begun immediately, 
which will multiply the value of The Sunday 
School Tires to the Sunday-school public. If 
you are interested in extending the influence of 
these good things, in or out of your school, you 
will find on page 223 an easy plan for doing so, 


as to what would make this new department 
most helpful to them. Some of the best things 
in the Times to-day are the direct result of 
such suggestions, and the new department 
should find its greatest usefulness in meeting 
the expressed needs of the primary workers. 








Home Department Stories and News 





A comparatively few years ago the Home Department of the 
Sunday-school did not exist. ‘To-day it is ‘one of the mighty forces 
of the work,—more than a quarter of a million members in North 
America. There is no more fruitful field of labor than this, none 
richer in picturesque interest, in soul-saving achievements, in simple 
yet novel methods, in boundless possibilities. Several state Sunday- 
school associations employ skilled workers to give their time and ener- 
gies to directing and stimulating Home Department work throughout 
the state, while the Home Department workers in counties, districts, 
and schools are numbered by thousands. And now The Sunday 
School Times wants the Sunday-school public to know more than it 
ever has before about the Home Department. ‘This journal is plan- 
ning to be the clearing-house in this field, as it already is in so many 
others, for bright, fresh, tested Home Department ‘‘ Ways of Work- 
ing.’ It will publish striking incidents of the work, news items, and 
special articles. To provide for this, it will, for the present, devote 
at least one full page a month to the subject. Already the wealth of 
general religious reading in The Sunday School Times makes it she de- 
sirable weekly Sunday-school paper for use by the members‘ot Home 
Departments. The popular, readable lesson comments, such a devo- 
tional article as that by Dr. Alexander McLaren each week, and the edi- 
torial and contributed articles, all go to make the Times peculiarly 
Suitable for Home Department use. But the 
addition of this new department will give it the 





Sheldon on Sunday-School Reforms 





‘*The Sunday-school as an institution is, to my mind, th> most 
important part of the church. It is at the present moment doing 
more, I believe, than any other one agency, apart from the home, to 
preserve this republic in all forms of integrity looking towards the future 
righteousness of this nation. I say this without qualification.’’ 

When a Christian leader of the standing of Charles M. Sheldon, 
the famous author of ‘‘ In His Steps,’’ and thoughtful student of pres- 
ent-day conditions, evils, and reforms, announces thus squarely and un- 
equivocally his attitude toward the Sunday-school, the Sunday-school 
public is going to listen with interest and profit to what he would sug- 
gest concerning ‘‘ Practicable Reforms’’ in this field. Dr. Sheldon has 
written three articles on the subject for The Sunday School Times. 
Het has not written them because he was asked to do so by the Editors, 
but he speaks out of the fulness of his heart and mind, because he 
must speak, on this absorbing and vital theme. His articles are not 
polemic ; they are good-natured, loving, sane, practical. He takes up 
such important matters as grading, teacher-selection and training, wise 
Bible study, how to look at the new historical study of the Bible, Sun- 
day-school singing, the pastor's relations to the school, and other 
matters of living interest. It is difficult to imagine a teacher, a super- 
intendent, or a pastor, who would not be enlightened, stimulated, 
warmed, and instructed by Dr. Sheldon’s suggestions, ‘‘ so that,’’ as 
Dr. Sheldon concludes, ‘‘ what we already re- 
joice in as the greatest factor next to the home 





additional touch that its Home Department 
friends have felt it needed. The Editors will 
Welcome suggestions from Home Department 
Workers as to what they would like to see in 
the paper to make it of the greatest value to 
them. Questions on Home Department work 
will be answered by experienced workers in the 
Paper. Watch for the Home Department page. 





A Word to the Reader: The Editors will pay for all 
original material that they can use in the new depart- 
If your work has brought 
you into touch with incidents, news, methods, etc., in 
any or all of these branches of Sunday-school work, 
you may turn your knowledge to good account by 
writing brief descriptions of such matters and sub- 
mitting them to the Editors of The Sunday School 
Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


ments announced here. 


in the shaping of Christian character may have 
within it all these forces at work which shall 
give us in the near future a Christian manhood 
and womanhood well equipped and ‘furnished 
for every good work,’ filling our churches and 
communities with ‘workmen that need not to 
be ashamed,’ ‘rightly dividing the word of 





truth.’’’ ‘The articles will appear this summer. 
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Why Railroad Corporations Believe 


in the Y.M.C.A. *® 


y C. D. Hammond, Superintendent Northern 
Railroad Department of The Delaware and Hudson Co. 





N ATTEMPTING to 
comply with the Edi- 
tor’ s request for a sketch 

showing why railroad leaders 
and officials think it worth 
their while to foster the 
Young Men's Christian As- * 
sociation work among their 
employees, | find it desira- 
ble to make such a sketch 
partake sofhewhat of a his- 
torical character. 

The history of railroads 

and railroading in this coun- 


This significant article from a prominent rail- 
road official has special timeliness in view of 
the great biennial railroad men’s conference to 
be held at Topeka, Kansas, April 30 to May 3. 
An officer of the International Y. M. C. A. 
Committee writes: ‘‘We expect over 1,800 at 
this gathering, representing all grades of service. 
President Roosevelt has promised to be present 
and speak. We hope to close up the three days’ 
gathering with a blaze of religious enthusiasm 
which will have much to do with the lives of 
men in the coming years.’’ 


were of short life, owing to 
the lack of incentive to pat- 
ronage. The life of the men 
who were expected to main- 
tain and frequent these clubs 
was not such as to inspire a 
love for literary pursuits. 
They preferred the old 
haunts. It was discovered 
that a reading-room or club 
which did not furnish all 


that was necessary to the 
physical man at a cost not 
exceeding that which, ob- 








try is comparatively brief. 
There are many men now living who can remember 
witnessing the construction and operation of some of 
the first practical and successful railroads ever operated 
in America ; also those now active in railroad service 
who were active in like service during the early his- 
tory of such railroads. Early in this period, the pos- 
sibility of reducing railroad operation to the science, 
or, rather, the several distinct sciences, which are now 
necessarily employed in the successful operation of a 
complete railroad system, had not been thought of. 
During what might properly be called the formative 
period of the science of railroading as it is known to- 
day, a very large element of chance entered into the 
Operation ; or, in other words, there was necessarily a 
great deal of ‘* feeling in the dark." 


Bad Influences of Old -Time Railroading 

The employment, therefore, being necessarily haz- 
ardous, the most venturesome of our young men were 
attracted by and to it. The opportunity which it 
afforded for moving about from place to place also 
attracted those who were of a roving disposition. 
Such hazardous occupation and release from the re- 
straints of home life very soon developed the bad in 
those who otherwise might, and in all probability 
would, have been numbered among the best citizens, 
honored and respected by their neighbors. But 
being all of the time among strangers, except the 
small coterie of fellow-employees, away from the influ- 
ences of home, without example or precept for good 
except such as had been left behind, with no place in 
which to spend their leisure hours except the cheap 
country tavern or cheaper saloon, nor people with 
whom to associate except such as frequented those 
resorts, —there seemed to be no incentive for right 
living. The sequel to such a life can readily be sur- 
mised ; honesty, sobriety, purity of life, to say nothing 
of religion or spiritual life, could not thrive in such 
environment. 

As the science of railroading soon began to develop, 
the necessity for improved machinery, general equip- 
ment, road-bed, and methods of securing and hand- 
ling business, became apparent. As something new 
in the life and activities of railroading was daily for- 
cing itself upon the minds of managers, it became 
apparent that a reformation must take place in the 
rank and file of employees. By this time the number 
of employees had become very large. To secure the 
desired reform was not an easy problem. A machine 
could be altered, improved, or discarded, at any mo- 
ment, but- not so with an army of intelligent men. 


Unsatisfactory Substitutes for the Old Haunts 

The process must of necessity be long and tedious, 
and at the same time many, if not a majority, of those 
holding official positions, whose duty and prerogative 
it was to supervise this reformation, having risen from 
the ranks, were poorly equipped for such service. 
New and more stringent rules were promulgated, and 
discipline more rigidly enforced. Applicants for em- 
ployment were questioned more closely regarding 
their habits, and required to furnish a good account 
of themselves in connection with their previous em- 
ployment. By these methods the particularly bad 
men were gradually driven from the service, and a 
very decided improvement was seen. And now and 
then a man would be discovered in active railroad 
service who was even an outspoken Christian man. 

As an auxiliary to the efforts being made for the 
improvement of these employces, clubs were formed 
at railroad centers. ‘The chief attraction offered by 
these clubs was a reading-room maintained by per- 
sonal contributions from the men, sometimes supple- 
mented by gifts from individual officers. These clubs 


tained at the ordinary hotel 
would not attract and hold the 


or boarding-house, 
men. 


Railroad Y. M. C. A. the Solvent 

About this time there began to be organized what 
were known as railroad branches of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association. For some years the majority 
of railroad officials stood aloof from this movement. 
While none openly opposed, many withheld financial 
and moral-support. While they recognized the bene- 
fits to be derived from the work of such an organization, 
they were afraid of the word ‘‘Christian,’’ particu- 
larly when spelled with a large C, as was the case 
with the Young Men's Christian Association. How- 
ever, after much hard work and persistent persuasion 
on the part of individual members of the international 
and state committees, seconded here and there by an 
individual railroad officer who looked with favor on 
the movement, managing officers were forced to see 
that the movement had behind it strong organization, 
and that wherever the work had been organized good 
results were apparent. Prejudices began to disap- 
pear. Appropriations began to be made for the main- 
tenance of these branches and toward the erection of 
suitable buildings, until at the present time over six 
hundred thousand dollars has been contributed by 
railroad companies for the construction of such build- 
ings, and two hundred thousand dollars is being 
annually appropriated by these same companies for 
carrying on the work. 

Railroads cannot be successfully operated in these 
modern times by other than intelligent, sober, indus- 
trious, and capable men. Therefore, whatever tends 
to make men better in these particulars is fostered by 
railroad officials. 


An Enhancer of Practical Interests 

It will, [ think, be readily conceded, that the gen- 
tlemen who are managing the affairs of railroad cor- 
porations at the present time are wide awake, far 
seeing, keenly alive to cvery condition which may 
possibly tend to enhance the interests which they 
represent. These interests, as a rule, are not in the 
direct keeping of the owners, or what might be termed 
the proprietors, but with those who from large ex- 
perience have proved themselves capable and worthy. 
Therefore they are not at liberty to use the funds en- 
trusted to their care for the indulgence of any mere 
sentiment which they might be inclined to indulge 
with that which belonged to them. Only such ex- 

penditures can be made as will, in their judgment, 
cease the value of the property. 

Railroad meu of to-day are not a peculiar class. 
They do not affect the homogeneousness of any com- 
munity. In many communities they, with their fami- 
lies, represent the life of the churches, as the pastors 
will affirm. 

To the Young Men's Christian Association very 
much of the credit for such conditions belongs. What 
that Association has done for railroad employees it 
can and will do for men in other walks of life. This 
work, however, cannot be done without the financial 
and moral support of business men and employers, as 
well as of the philanthropist. 

Avpany, N. Y. 
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Memorial Day Observance in Chicago 
Memorial Day occurs this year on Saturday, and 
therefore the last Sunday of May would be an espe- 
cially appropriate time for a patriotic Sunday-school 
observance of the day. A Chicago Bible class made 
elaborate preparations for: thé observance last year, 
which resulted in’ a very successful affair from all 


APRIL 25, 1903 


points of view. The Wesleyan Bible class of the 
Western Avenue Methodist Episcopal Church did this 
in a creditable manner. A floral committee of five 
ladies distributed the flowers among the sick class 
members and to the hospitals in the name of mem- 
bers who had ** fallen asleep.’’ Another committee, 
composed entirely of ladies, arranged the program. 
All old soldiers who were members of the church or 
congregation, and those living in the neighborhood, 
were invited, and the Wesleyan classes of the Epworth 
and First Methodist churches came in a body. A 
small flag and a bouquet or a flower were the ‘ tick- 
ets of admission.’’ An attractive program was printed 
with the American flag in colors, 


PROGRAM 


. Instrumental, ‘‘ Medley, National Airs,"’ 
. Singing, ‘‘ America," e 
. Reading, selected . 
. Piano solo, selected . . Miss June Waldorf. 
. Addre = ** The Origin of the Grand ‘Army of the Repub- 
lic,"* D. Pierce, 184th New York Infantry, member 
dues H. Thomas Post No. 5, G. A. R. 
. Quartet . . ** Vacant Chair,” 
, Instrumental, ° "Stars and Stripes, * ’ Orchestra. 
. Singing, ‘‘ Hold the Fort,”’ . . Audience, 
. Address, ‘‘ An Imperishable Monument,’ ' Frank L. Wood. 
. Singing, ‘‘ Nearer, my God, to thee,"’. . . . . Audience. 


anal 
FOR CHILDREN AT HOME 


. Orchestra, 
. . Audience. 
. Miss Edith Capper. 


How Deborah Went to the City 
By Alice E. Allen 


D he ~ Deborah herself who wrote the letter telling 
Aunt Agatha that she and Blossom would come 
to the city to spend the day on ‘‘ the tenth, ’’— 
Deborah added this carefully after looking long at the 
big calendar. 

‘«’Tisn't as if you were going all alone, Debbie,” 
said Mother when she kissed her little daughter good- 
by. ‘‘You have Blossom with you, you know.”’ 

Deborah did know. And she held the big doll very 
tight, and told her what a good time they would have at 
Uncle John’s, and how Uncle John, or maybe Aunt 
Agatha, would be at the station to meet them. 

But when at last the train pulled into the city, 
although they looked eagerly into the faces of all 
about them there was no Uncle John, no Aunt Agatha. 
Up and down they walked. But no one came, 

‘« We'll just sit down here and rest a little while, 
Blossom, '’ said Deborah, climbing up on one of the 
high seats. ‘‘ Uncle John will surely be here soon."’ 

But Uncle John did not come. The hand of the old 
clock at the end of the station, which had pointed to ten 
o’ clock when the train came in, had now moved almost 
around the circle again. 

By and by a kind-faced man came along. He whis- 
tled when he saw the little girl and the big doll. 

‘« Waiting for a train, little one?’’ he said. 

‘«Oh, no! sir,’’ said Deborah in a cheery little voice, 
‘¢ We're waiting for Uncle John—Blossom and I.’’ 

‘Oh! you're not alone then, ’’ said the man good- 
naturedly, and walked off. 

Suddenly, as the clock struck eleven, Deborah gave 
a glad little cry. Down the station came a lady and a 
little boy. Deborah ran toward her. 

‘“‘O Aunt Agatha!’’ she cried, 
never would come !"’ 

‘« You’ re looking for some one, dear ?"’ said the lady. 

The voice was kind, but it wasn’t Aunt Agatha’s ; 
neither was the face, when Deborah looked up. 

‘‘Oh, oh !"’ she faltered, ‘‘we thought you were 
Aunt Agatha.’’ 

‘* Poor child !'’ said the lady. ‘‘Are you all alone ?"’ 

‘* No, ma’am,’’ said Deborah, ready to cry, ‘‘ Blos- 
som’s waiting for me.”’ 

So the lady and the little boy went on through the 
great door, and Deborah went back to her seat. 

But the old clock struck solemnly, —something very 
long. It was twelve o'clock. Why didn’t some one 
come ? 

‘« If we only knew the way to Uncle John’s house, 
we'd go,'’ Deborah told Blossom. «‘‘ But it's miles. 
Mother said so, and Aunt Agatha wrote to stay in the 
station until Uncle John came. 

‘« Perhaps 'twovldn’t seem quite so long, Blossom,” 
Deborah said, when the clock struck one, ‘* if we had 
something to eat. You wait here, and I'll go see if ! 
can find something.’’ 

Deborah was careful to fix the seat in her mind. It 
was next to the one where the old lady in the big 
black bonnet was. But when she came back the old 
lady—black bonnet and all—had vanished. And s0 
had Blossom. Poor little Deborah ! alone in the city, 


‘«we thought you 














LESSON FOR May 10 


her last friend gone. She searched under the seat. 
She peeped behind it. She walked up and down. 
She looked everywhere. Blossom had gone. The 
tears were very near, when, far away somewhere, the 
old clock struck. Deborah sprang up. Her first seat 
had faced the clock. This one was on the other side 
of the room. 

She ran down the Ipng row of seats, she turned a 
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corner, and there—sitting stiff and straight, and smil- 
ing her own dear smile—was Blossom! With a cry 
of joy Deborah cuddled her and kissed her, until, 
guite tired out, she herself fell asleep. The next 
thing she knew the old clock struck five. 

‘* Train for shouted the train crier. 

Then followed tue names of the way stations on the 
line, and one of them was Woodbury. At the sound 
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Attention—Advertising Pictures! 
By Zillah Foster Stevens 








By courtesy of The Pustum Ocreal Company. 


O YOU ‘face, each Sunday, a bunch of lively 
urchins with a decided relish for mischief, but 
with no appetite whatever for the choice spir- 

itual morsel you havé prepared for them? Then pos- 
sibly some hint of help may be found in this plan, 
which ‘‘works'’ with one lot of boys. 

In the operation of this plan two indispensable con- 
ditions of success are these : (1.) You, the teacher, must 
select from each lesson one positive point, suited to 
your boys, not to some other boys ; and (2) this 
definite point must be selected so long betore 
the time of teaching the lesson that you will 
be able to recognize, when you meet it, 
the particular picture that will illus- 
trate your one chosen thought. 
Keep your eyes open, and you 
will come across dozens of 
pictures corresponding in 
thought to your lesson ideas. 

The advertising pages of big 
dailies and magazines offer a 
constant supply of really excellent 
illustrative material that will unfailing] 
catch attention. Here are a few that are in 
readiness for sottte of the coming lessons. 

1. Lesson for May 17 (Acts 24 : 10-26). 
Point selected for development, ‘Spiritual 
Exercise.’’ ‘‘Herein do I exercise myself, to have 
always a conscience.”’ 

Now the average boy cares nothing whatever about 
spiritual exercise. That idea in the abstract will never 
grip his attention nor claim his interest. But when | 
find in my magazine the picture, shown on this page 
in reduced size, of a fine, muscular young fellow, 
splendidly developed by reason of exercise, it is seized 
as the basis of my lesson on spiritual exercise. This 
lesson thought may be introduced and illustrated by 
the picture of 

MAN EXERCISING HIMSELF 


Any boy alive will look at that picture, and will ex- 
press himself on the thoughts suggested by it: Why 
exercise ? How exercise? How often? What results ? 
Different kinds of exercise ? 

By this time the train of boyish thought is moving 
smoothly along the side track of interest in physical 
development by means of physical exercise. With- 
Out a jar you can switch this train to the track of in- 
terest in mental development by means of mental 
exercise, and finally to the main track of interest in 
soul development by means of spiritual exercises. 
Paul's spiritual exercises and their results, ‘‘a con- 
Science void of offense,'’ puts this idea into personal 
and concrete form for imitation, and your boys will be 
ready to listen while you urge them to strengthen their 
Spiritual natures by exercise just as earnestly and faith- 
fully as they strengthen their bodies by physical exer- 
cise. You will undoubtedly be able to repeat the 
favorite expression of one skilful teacher of boys : 
‘I’ ve scored a point to-day."’ 

2. Lesson for June 21, Paul's Letter to Timothy 
(2 Tim. 3, 4). Lesson point (for boys who want to get 












rich), ‘‘ The Bible as a Box Full of Gold.'* Thought 
to be introduced and illustrated by picture, 


BURIED TREASURE 


Thoughts suggested by picture, and to be developed 
by discussion : (1.) Value of buried treasure. (2.) 
Where tound. (3) Earnestness with which you must 
hunt for buried treasure. (4.) Work necessary to dig 
up buried treasure. Then . 

Lesson. The idle is a box of buried treasure. 
‘All scripture is profitable’’ (2 Tim. 3 : 16), and 
more to be desired than gold, yea, than much fine 
gold," This Bible, this box of treasure, is full of 
gold pieces,— Go/den Rule, Golden Texts. Are you 
getting your share of this buried treasure? Are you 
digging itup? This is the way to get it: ‘Search 
the scriptures.’’ 

3. Any temperance lesson. The quarterly tem- 
perance lessons have a way of coming along and 
catching us unprepared. Here is a ‘‘bait’’ I am re- 
serving for some such time. 

Lesson thought (for liberty-loving boys), ‘‘The 
Binding Power of Habit,"’ introduced and illustrated 
by picture, 

TiED Down 


Thoughts suggested by picture, and to be de- 
veloped by discussion: Perhaps you 
could easily free yourself from the 
first cord, but, when cord after cord 
fastens you, it is hard to escape. 
Application : Every indulgence 
in any evil habit— cigarettes, to- 
bacco, alcoholic liquors—is one 
cord that helps tie you fast in the 
power of that habit. Don't be 
held by even one cord. Shun 

the first indulgence. 

Bear in mind the following 
suggestions when you come 
to select your pictures for this 

; 5 use in class work. 

By courtesy of Alvis P. Swoboda. 1. The bigger, the better. 
Full-page illustrations best 
grip attention. 

2. Select pictures that present, or that suggest the 
necessity for, heroic action. 

3. Because of the superior quality of paper em- 
ployed, magazines offer more desirable material than 
inost daily papers. 

4. Select pictures free from advertising printing 
that would distract the thoughts of the boys. Often 
good illustrations may be freed from objectionable 
printing by cutting out and mounting. 

5. Use this method of catching attention only occa- 
sionally, not as a regular thing. To be attractive it 
must be unexpected. 

St. Louis, Mo. 


By cowrtem, of the International Correspondence Rehoo!s 
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of that dear name Deborah caught up Blossom, and, 
like a flash, they flew through the open door. 

Outside a train puffed and panted. A guard lifted 
them aboard. Three hours later, tired, dusty, sob- 
bing and laughing together, Deborah and Blossom 
dashed into the little old kitchen and mother’s arms, 

For two whole days they waited and wondered, — 
father and mother and Deborah. Then a letter came 
from Aunt Agatha. ‘‘John went to the station to 
meet Debbie, Thursday,’’ it said. ‘* Why didn't she 
come? We were so disappointed. Her letter says 
the tenth."’ 

**And you went Wednesday, the ninth,’’ said 
mother, with a puzzled glance at the calendar. Then 
she laughed. ‘*O Debbie! child,’’ she exclaimed, 
‘«when you wrote your letter you must have looked at 
that old last year’s calendar."’ 

LowviLte, N. Y. 
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Wonders with a Meaning 
By Bishop H. W. Warren, D.D., LL.D. 


T IS a long way from rock to rose, with many in- 
termediate steps. Rock is hard, stubborn, insen- 
sate, with no responsiveness to culture and lavished 

affection. If you fall thereon you are broken. If it 
falls on you, you are ground to powder. Roses are 
pictures to the eye, atmosphered afar with delicate 
odor, suggestive of highest creative power; the dew 
impearls itself thereon. The young man confides his 
tenderest thoughts of love to its blushing bosom, and 
the young girl buries her face therein, and finds that 
it has not lost or betrayed one of the tender feelings 
communicated thereto. 

The steps from rock to rose are many. The frost 
drives its drill between particles, the wind steals away 
the liberated grains, they fall from the cliff, are pul- 
verized and ground to powder under uncounted tons 
of other rock, Mountain streams tumble them down 
a thousand little precipices ; in the valleys, rootlets «1 
plants suck their substance from the powdered rock, 
and transmute it, by intermingling sunshine and_the 
subtle chemistry of vegetable life, into woody fiber, 
green leaf, fragrant rose petals, and luscious fruit. 
Many steps, and every one toward refinement. 

There are many more steps from that dust of the 
earth which ‘‘thou art’’ to the alert body of man, 
majestic in its expression of thought and in its asser- 
tion of strong character. There are even more to its 
tender expression of motherly care and its blushing 
confession of ecstatic love. 

Could the rock take its upward steps unaided and 
alone? How great its indebtedness to the frost, the 
wind, the water, the far-off sun, and to the vegetative 
force that lifted it from insensate sand to blushing 
beauty ! 

The uplift of dust of the earth to human flesh is far 
greater. 

If our thought goes on from body to mind, the up- 
lift and the need of external aid is even more. Con- 
sciousness must come in, then ambition for possession, 
moral discernment, sacrifice of self for love of others, 
altruism for unseen and unknown millions, and, 
lastly, perception of spiritual entities and devotion 
thereto. There are chasms in the life of man that 
can neither be bridged nor leaped by him. There 
are up grades he has no force to climb, aerial heights 
for which he has no eagle or angel wings. 

The necessary meaning of the whole course of hu- 
man history was voiced by Thomas Arnold : ‘‘ There 
is a Power, not ourselves, that makes for righteous- 
ness.'" The meaning of the upward tendency of all 
things of earth is, that at a thousand essential points 
there is a power not ourselves that makes for retine- 
ment and uplift of life into grades that the lower grades 
can neither accomplish nor perceive. 

The thought of the immanence of that power in 
nature grows clearer and dearer in the thinking of this 
age. The theory of a wound-up machine is now ban- 
ished from the universe. The machinery would re- 
quire too many touches of a thousand regulators to 
admit of an absentee God. That immanence in man 
as a part of nature is a thousandfold more necessary 
than in any other part of nature. So we come by 
strong marching steps to the Scripture doctrine that, 
first, that which is natural, then that which is spir- 
itual; ‘‘in him we live, and move, and have our 
being. God worketh in us to will and to do of his 
good pleasure. We are God's fellow workers." 

University Park, Co o. 





The fourth of a series of brief but significant articles by 
Bishop Werren on the marvels of the universe, and their 
message to Christian believers. 
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Acts 23 : 12-22. 


Lesson 6. May 10. The Plot against Paul 


(Study vs. 10-35. 


Read 22 : 29 to 23:9.) Memory verses: 20-22. 





Golden Text: The Lord stood by him, and said, Be of good cheer.—Acts 23 : II. 


COMMON VERSION 


12 And when it was day, certain of the Jews 
banded together, and bound themselves under 
a curse, saying that they would neither eat nor 
drink till they had killed Paul. 

13 And they were more than forty which 
had made this conspiracy. 

14 And they came to the chief priests and 
elders, and said, We have bound ourselves 
under a great curse, that we will eat nothing 
until we have slain Paul. 

15 Now therefore ye with the council signify’ 
to the chief captain that he bring him down 
unto you to morrow, as though ye would in- 
quire something more perfectly concerning 
him : and we, or ever he come near, are ready 
to kill him. 

16 And when Paul's sister's son heard of 
their lying in wait, he went and entered into 
the castle, and told Paul. 

17 Then Paul called one of the centurions 
unto Aim, and said, Bring this young man 
unto the chief captain: for he hath a certain 
thing to tell him. 


AMERICAN REVISION 


12 And when it was day, the Jews banded 
together, and bound themselves under a curse, 
saying that they would neither eat nor drink 
till they had killed Paul. 13 And they were 
more than forty that made this conspiracy. 
14 And they came to the chief priests and the 
elders, and said, We have bound ourselves 
under a great curse, to taste nothing until we 
have killed Paul. 15 Now therefore do ye 
with the council signify to the ' chief captain 
that he bring him down unto you, as though 
ye would judge of his case more exactly : and 
we, before he comes near, are ready to slay 
him. 16 But Paul's sister's son heard of their 
lying in wait, 2 and he came and entered into 
the castle and told Paul. 17 And Paul called 
unto him one of the centurions, and said, 
Bring this young man unto the ' chief captain ; 
for he hath something to tell him. 18 So he 


COMMON VERSION 


18 So he took him, and brought Aim to the 
chief captain, and said, Paul the prisoner 
called me unto Aim, and prayed me to bring 
this young man unto thee, who hath some- 
thing to say unto thee. 

19 Then the chief captain took him by the 
hand, and went with him aside privately, and 
asked him, What is that thou hast to tell me ? 

20 And he said, The Jews have agreed to 
desire thee that thou wouldest bring down Paul 
to morrow into the council, as though they 
would inquire somewhat of him more perfectly. 

21 But do not thou yield unto them: for 
there lie in wait for him of them more than 
forty men, which have bound themselves with 
an oath, that they will neither eat nor drink 
till they have killed him: and now are they 
ready, looking for a promise from thee. 

22 So the chief captain ¢hen iet the young 
man depart, and charged Aim, See thou tell no 
man that thou hast shewed these things to me. 


1 Or, military tribune Gr. chiliarch, 


AMERICAN REVISION 


took him, and brought him to the ' chief cap. 
tain, and saith, Paul the prisoner called me 
unto him, and asked me to bring this young 
man unto thee, who hath something to say to 
thee. 19 And the ' chief captain took him by 
the hand, and going aside asked him privately, 
What is it that thou hast to tell me? 20 And 
he said, The Jews have agreed to ask thee to 
bring down Paul to-morrow unto the council, 
as though thou wouldest inquire somewhat 
more exactly concerning him. 21 Do not 
thou therefore yield unto them ; for there lie 
in wait for him of ‘hem more than forty men, 
who have bound themselves under a curse, 
neither to eat nor to drink till they have slain 
him: and now are they ready, looking for the 

romise from thee. 22 So the ! chief captain 
et the young man go, charging him, Tell no 
man that thou hast signified these things to 
me. 


2 Or, having come in upon them, and he entered &c. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 


Surroundings and Critical Notes 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


NTERVENING Events.—Paul’s speech on the 
‘‘stairs"” to the multitude: he recounts his early 
life, his conversion, the revelation of his mission 

to the Gentiles. At this point he is interrupted with 
acommon outcry. The chiliarch brings him into the 
castle, and orders him to be examined by scourging. 
Paul interrupts the centurion in charge y declaring 
his Roman citizenship, on hearing which the chiliarch 
is alarmed at what he had done. The next day Paul 
is brought before the sanhedrin, which had been as- 
sembled, and there makes a defense, interrupted by 
Ananias the high-priest, whom Paul rebukes. He 
creates a diversion by avowing himself a Pharisee. 
A tumult ensues, and the chiliarch forcibly removes 
him to the castle. At night the Lord appears, to en- 
courage him, telling him that he must bear witness 
at Rome also. 

P.iace.—In Jerusalem, mainly in the fortress An- 

tonia. 

Time.—In May, A.D. 58, the second day after the 

arrest, 


4 
Verse 12.— When tt was 4 : The oy after the 


appearance before the sanhedrin.—7he Jews: This 
briefer reading is well attested, the other is an ex- 
planation.— Bound themselves under an oath: Lit- 
erally, ‘‘anathematized themselves.” 

Verse 13.—T7hat made this conspiracy: ‘Had 
made” is poorly attested. ‘‘Conspiracy”’ is not the 
term used in verse 12 ; the Greek suggests a swear- 
ing in common. 

Verse 14.—We have bound ourselves under a 
great curse: Literally, ‘‘with an anathema we 
anathematized ourselves ;” a Hebrew idiom.—7o 
laste nothing : More accurate than ‘‘ that we will eat 
nothing.” 

Verse 15.— With the council: The sanhedrin, the 
leaders being ‘‘the chief priests and the elders ” (v. 
14).—Bring him down unto you: Compare Acts 
22: 30 and verse 10. The castle was elevated, and, 
wherever the sanhedrin met, it was in a lower situa- 
tion. At this time the place of meeting was proba- 
bly not in the temple enclosure. ‘‘ To-morrow”’ is 
poorly attested. Taken from verse 20.—/udge of 
his case more exactly: More accurate and elegant 
than the rendering of the Authorized Version. The 
verb is that from which “diagnosis” is derived.— 
Before: ‘*Or ever” is awkward ; ‘‘ before” is literal. 
—S/ay: Not the same term as ‘ kill” (vs. 12, 14). 

Verse 16.—Aut: Preferable to ‘‘and.”—Pau/'s 
sister's son: The only distinct mention of one of 
Paul's family. Many conjectures: have been made 
respecting this nephew. The main questions are, 
Was he a believer, or an unbeliever? Had he ac- 
companied Paul to Jerusalem, or was he living there ? 
—Heard of their lying in watt; Or, ‘‘ambush.” If 
he were a believer, it is difficult to understand how 
he heard of the plot, unless it was publicly talked of, 
as some suppose.—And he came and entered into the 
castle: The word ‘‘came” means to be present, or 
to make an appearance. Hence the margin, ‘‘ hav- 
ing come in upon them, and he entered,” etc. This 
would explain his knowledge of the plot. But the 
position of the term in the Greek favors the other 
view. 


Verse 17.—And: **Then” is inaccurate.—Hath 


% % b 4 < 


something to tell him: More literal than ‘‘a certain 
thing ;"" compare verse 18, where the expression is 
similar. 

Verse 18.—And saith: Sothe Greek.— 7o say unto 
thee: Aslight variation from the phrase in verses 17 
and I9. 

Verse 19.—Going aside : ‘‘ Withdrawing,” probably 
to some special apartment. The participial construc- 
tion is literal.—Asked him privately: ** Privately” 
may be joined either with ‘‘ going aside” or with 
‘‘asked.” The latter connection gives it more em- 
phasis, the former makes it tautological. 

Verse 20.—Ask thee: More literal than ‘‘ desire.” 
—Thou wouldest inquire somewhat more exactly 
concerning him: The singular number, referring 
the clause to the chiliarch, is well attested. The 
plural, found only in later manuscripts, was substi- 
tuted from verse 15. ‘‘ Inquire” occurs here, instead 


al 


of ‘‘ judge” (v. 15), but the Authorized Version ren- 
ders both words alike. 

Verse 21.—Do not thou therefore: ** Thou” is 
emphatic ; ‘‘ but ’ is inexact, ‘‘ therefore” referring 
to the statement in verse 20.—¢hgp, promise from 
thee: The article points to the particular promise 
they were looking for. 

Verse 22.—Let the young man go: Dismissed him, 
—Charging him: Literal.—7Te// no man; The lan. 
guage is direct discourse ; there is no necessity for 
supplying ‘‘see thou.”—Signified: Not the term 
usually rendered ‘‘show,” but one meaning to make 
manifest, to disclose. 

WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
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Better be a true man ina false religion than a 
Jalse man in a true one. 


<—_o 


Man’s Mining and God’s Counter- Mining | 


By Alexander 


ef HE wicked plotteth against the just... . The 

Lord willlaugh at him.” The psalmist’s ex- 

perience and his faith were both repeated in 
Paul’s case. His speech before the council had set 
Pharisees and Sadducees squabbling, and the former 
had swallowed his Christianity for the sake of his be- 
ing ‘‘a Pharisee and the son of a Pharisee.’ Proba- 
bly, therefore, the hatchers of this plot were Sad- 
ducees, who hated Pharisees even more than they did 
Christians. The apostle himself was afterwards not 
quite sure that his skilful throwing of the apple of dis- 
cord between the two parties was right (Acts 24: 21), 
and apparently it was the direct occasion of the con- 
spiracy. A Christian man’s defense of himself and 
his faith gains nothing by clever tactics. It is very 
doubtful whether what Paul spoke ‘‘in that hour” 
was taught him by the Spirit. 

‘* The corruption of the best is the worst.” There 
is aclose and strange alliance between formal reli- 
gion and murderous hatred and vulpine craft, as 
the history of ecclesiastical persecution shows; and 
though we have done with fire and fagot now, the 
same evil passions and tempers in modified form do 
still lie very near to a Christianity which has lost its 
inward union with Jesus and lives on surface adher- 
ence to forms. In that sense, too, ‘‘ the letter kill- 
eth.” We lift up our hands in horror at these fierce 
fanatics, ‘‘ready to kill” Paul, because he believed 
in resurrection, angel, and spirit. We need to guard 
ourselves, lest something of their temper should be 
inus. Thereis a devilish ingenuity about the details 
of the plot, and a truly Oriental mixture of murder- 
ous passion and calculating craft. The serpent’s 
wisdom and his poison fangs are both apparent. 
The forty conspirators must have been ‘‘ ready,” not 
only to kill Paul, but to die in the attempt, for the 
distance from the castle to the council chamber was 
short, and the detachment of legionaries escorting the 
prisoner would have to be reckoned with. 

The pretext of desiring to inquire more fully into 
Paul's opinions derived speciousness from his ambigu- 
ous declaration, which had set the council by the 


McLaren, D.D. 


ears and had stopped his examination. Luke does 
not tell us what the council said to the conspirators, 
but we learn from what Paul’s nephew says in verse 
20 that it ‘‘agreed to ask thee to hein down Paul.” 
So, once more the tail drove on the head, and the 
council became the tool of fierce zealots. No doubt, 
most of its members would have shrunk from them- 
selves killing Paul, but they did not shrink from hav- 
ing a hand in his death. They were most religious 
and respectable men, and, no doubt, soothed their 
consciences with thinking that, after all, the respon- 
sibility was on the shoulders of the forty conspira- 
tors. How men can cheat themselves for a while as 
to the criminality of indirectly contributing to crim- 
inal acts, and how rudely the thin veil will be 
twitched aside one day! 

2. The abrupt introduction of Paul’s nephew into 
the story piques curiosity, but we cannot say more 
about him than is told us here. We do not know 
whether he was moved by being a fellow-believer in 
eee or simply by kindred and natural affection. 

ossibly he was, as his uncle had been, a student 
under some distinguished rabbi. At all events, he 
must have had access to official circles to have come 
on the track of the plot, which would, of course, be 
covered up as much as possible. The rendering 12 
the margin of the American Revision gives a possi- 
ble explanation of his knowledge of it by suggesting 
that he had ‘‘come in upon them;” that is, upon the 
council in their deliberations. But probably the rea- 
dering preferred in the text is preferable, and we are 
left to conjecture his source of information, as almost 
everything else about him. But it is more profitable 
to note how God works out his purposes and delivers 
his servants by ‘‘ natufal” means, which yet are 45 
truly divine working as the sending of the ange! to 
smite off Peter’s chains, or the earthquake at Phi- 


lippi. 

Phis lad was probably not an inhabitant of Jert- 
salem, and that he should have been there then, and 
come into possession of the carefully guarded secret, 
was more than a fortunate coincidence. It was 
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divinely ordered, and God's finger is as evident in 
the concatenation of co-operating natural events as 
in any ‘‘ miracle.” ‘To co-ordinate these so that they 
concur to bring about the fulfilment of his will may 
be a less conspicuous, but is not a less veritable, 
token of a sovereign will at work in the world than 
any miracle. And in this case how wonderfully 
separate factors, who think themselves quite inde- 
endent, are all handled like pawns on a chessboard 
by him who makes the wrath of man to praise him, 
and girds himself with the remainder thereof! Lit- 
tle did the fiery zealots who itched to plunge their 
daggers into Paul’s heart, or the lad who hastened to 
tell him the secret he had discovered, or the Roman 
officer who equally hastened to get rid of his trouble- 
some prisoner, dream that they were all partners in 
pringing about one God-determined result,—the ful- 
filment of the promise that calmed Paul in the pre- 
ceding night: ‘*So must thou bear witness also at 


ome. 
ye Paul had been calmed after his exciting day by 
the vision which brought that promise, and this new 
peril did not break his peace. With characteristic 
clear-sightedness he saw the right thing to do in the 
circumstances, and with characteristic promptitude 
he did it at once. Luke wastes no words in telling 
the apostle’s emotions when this formidable danger 
was sprung on him, and the very reticence deepens 
the impression of Paul’s equanimity and practical 
wisdom. A man who had had such a vision last 
night might well possess his soul in patience, even 
though such a plot was laid bare this morning; and 
each servant of Jesus may be as well assured as was 
Paul the prisoner that the Lord shall keep him from 
all evil, and that if his life is ‘‘ witness” it will not 
end till his witness is complete. Our faith should 
work in us calmness of spirit, clearness of perception 
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of the right thing to do, swift seizing of yer 
ties. Paul trusted Jesus’ word that he should be 
safe, whatever dangers threatened, but that trust 
stimulated his own efforts to provide for his safety. 

4. The behavior of the captain is noteworthy, as 
showing that he had been impressed by Paul’s per- 
sonal magnetism, and that he had in him a strain of 
courtesy and kindliness. He takes the lad by the 
hand to encourage him, and he leads him aside that 
he may speak freely, and thereby shows that he 
trusted him. No doubt, the youth would be some- 
what flustered at being brought into the formidable 
presence and by the weight of his tidings, and the 
great man’s gentleness would be acordial. A supe- 
rior’s condescension is a wonderful lip-opener. e 
all have some people who look up to us, and to whom 
small kindlinesses from us are precious. We do not 
‘* render to all their dues,” unless we give a gracious 
courtesy to those beneath, as well as ‘“‘honor” to 
those above us. But the captain could clothe him- 
self, too, with official reserve, and keep up the dig- 
nity of his office. He preserved an impenetrable 
silence as to his intentions, and simply sealed the 

oung man’s lips from tattling about the plot or the 
interview with him. Promptly he acted, without 
waiting for the council's application to him. At 
once he prepared to despatch Paul to Cesarea, glad 
enough, no doubt, to wash his hands of so trouble- 
some acharge. Thus he too was a cog in the wheel, 
an instrument to fulfil the promise made in vision, 
God's servant, though he knew it not. 


MANCHESTER, ENGLAND. 
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To co-operate with God is to defeat all the con- 
Spiracies of men. 
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to Illustrate the Lesson 


By Louis Albert Banks, D.D. 


The Prince at His Side 


HE Lord stood by him, and said, Be of good cheer 
(Golden Text). Mr. Walsh Dawson tells how he 
once went to call on Lord in connection 

with the work of the Salvation Army, and in the 
midst of a thick fog had lost his way. When in the 
neighborhood of Buckingham Palace he ran against 
a gentleman, and asked if he could direct him to 
Lord ——’s house. ‘ Certainly,” he replied good- 





naturedly. ‘‘I am going near the place myself. I 
will show you the house. I also know Lord —— very 
well indeed.” He told the stranger all about his 


work, and the labors of the Salvation Army. He 
seemed deeply interested, and when at last they 
reached the house of Lord —— he said with great 
earnestness, ‘‘Oh, it is dreadful to think that so 
much suffering exists in this city! Is it really as bad 
as you say, sir?” ‘It is, indeed,” he replied. 
“Well, I must say. good-night,” he remarked, after a 
slight pause. ‘ Before I go, however, I want you to 
accept this little gift,—this gift for the poor suffering 
ones. May God bless you and the workers of the 
Salvation Army!” So saying, he placed in Daw- 
son's hand ten bright gold sovereigns. ‘‘ Sir,” said 
Dawson, with emotion, ‘‘God will reward you for 
this generosity. God will bless you. But your name, 
sit? What name shall I put down in my book?” 
“No name at all—no name at all, please; simply 
‘Aronymous.’ ” Just then the fog cleared, and he 
saw that the stranger was the Prince of Wales. In- 
Stinctively he raised his hat, exclaiming: ‘‘ Your 
Royal Highness!” ‘*No, no!” he answered, smil- 
ing; ‘not that, please; simply ‘Anonymous.’” A 
tater than that stood by Paul and bade him good 
cheer, and the same divine King will stand by us in 
every hour of need. 


Words of Cheer 


Be of good cheer (Golden Text). ‘I was so afraid 
tat you weren't going to notice,” said a shy little 
grl,on being commended for greater proficiency in 
the management of that baffling instrument, the 
ork, and her sigh of relief and pleasure went straight 
‘o her mother’s heart. How ready God is to speak 
words of commendation and good cheer! How often 
such words were on the lips of Jesus! and if you read 
the letters of Paul you will be impressed with the 
abundance of kind commendations with which he 

S his letters to the churches. We ought to learn 
the lesson, and always be as quick to speak the word 
of good cheer as we are to criticise or rebuke. 

A Young Hero 

But Pauls sister's son heard of their lying in 
wait, and he came and entered into the castle (vy. 16). 
It does not take heroics to make a hero. It only 
‘akes a man bent on doing his duty in the face of 
‘dds. Such a man is among the employes of the 
-anadian Pacific Railway, in British Columbia. He 
+ Watchman, and he puts his duty first and his 
“€ second. Not long ago a bridge on his section of 


line caught fire, and tumbled into the raging moun- 
tain river. It was midnight, and the watchman was 
alone in the mountains. Coming toward that yawn- 
ing gap was an express from the east, while from the 
west an excursion train containing four hundred per- 
sons also drew near. The excursion train was due 
first, and it was coming from the side opposite that 
on which the watchman stood. The man did not 
hesitate. He plunged into the swollen stream, 
reached the other shore, ran to the signal box and 
signaled the excursion train. Then he disappeared 
in the darkness. Back to the river he ran without a 
moment’s pause, cast himself in, and crossed again. 
Another rapid run to the signal box on that side, and 
the exhausted watchman, ready to sink with fatigue, 
stood by the Pacific flyer that had been brought toa 
stop at the box east of the bridge. He had saved 
two trains, and perhaps a thousand lives. His own 
comment on the occurrence was that he had simply 
done his duty. Paul’s sister’s son seems to have 
been a hero of this type. He is the hero of this inci- 
dent in Paul’s life. ll unconscious he won immor- 
tality that day. Such opportunities for heroism are 
always coming to us. 


Answering Our Own 

Bring this young man unto the chief captain; for 
he hath something to tell him (v.17). ‘*Mama,” 
said Alfred one night, as he was going to bed, ‘‘I 
prayed that God would keep us children from quar- 
reling, but he has not answered that as yet, for sister 
Daisy and I quarreled dreadfully to-day.” ‘Ah, my 
son, you will have to help the Lord to answer that!” 
‘Help the Lord, mama! Can't he do everything?” 
‘*He won't make you good against your will. If you 
choose to be a naughty boy, God will be sorry for 
you; and when Satan tempts you to quarrel, if you 
turn right to God for strength to resist him, and then 
fight like a good little soldier to keep down the 
naughty temper, then God will give you victory. But 
he won't do the work for you.’ ‘*Oh! I didn’t un- 
derstand,” said the little boy. ‘‘ Yes, my dear,” con- 
tinued mama, ‘‘ you have something to do yourself, 
when you pray such a prayer, to help God to answer 
it. You must watch and pray, and fight against 
temptation; and if you do this you will be able by 
and by to come and tell me that God has answered 
ali your prayers.” It was like that in Paul’s case. 
He had.prayed God for deliverance, but he was quick 
to answer his own prayers by using his nephew and 
the chief captain to outwit the assassins that were 
banded together to kill him. We too must help 
God answer our own prayers. 


Hands that Pray 

So the chief captain let the young man go (v. 22). 
Long ago in Nuremberg lived two boys, Albrecht 
Durer and Franz Knigstien. Both desired to be art- 
ists, and both studied and worked with great ear- 
nestness. Albrecht had genius, but Franz had only 
love for art, without power to paint great pictures. 
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They each attempted an etching of the Lord’s Pas- 
sion. When Franz stood before Albrecht’s beautiful 
picture he raised his hand in a pathetic gesture of 
despair, saying: ‘‘Albrecht, it is useless! I can 
never be an artist. Your name will be bright with 
fame, mine never known.” ‘Hold, Franz! Stay 
just as you are—do not move your hands!” cried his 
friend. ‘‘ You shall be famous, too!” and, seizing 
his brush, he sketched those ae yng earnest 
hands that have become widely known and admired. 
Paul’s nephew goes out of our sight, but his deed of 
honest fidelity will never be forgotten. 
New York City. 
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The blindness of bigotry is only exceeded by its 
bitterness. 


—_— 
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Tuey WouLpD NEITHER Eat NoR DRINK TILL 


BANDED TOGETHER, AND Bounp 


UNDER A CuRSE, SAYING THAT 


Tuey Hap KIiL_ep Pau,” —* Hallafat yamin;” that 
is, ‘I bound myself with an oath that I will not give 
credit even to my father who begat me.”. said a store- 
keeper to acustomer who ordered goods without ready 
money. My washerwoman “hallafat yamin” ‘‘ that 
she would taste nothing ” until she should be through 
with acertain part of the washing. This is a com- 
mon and summary way of ruling out questions which 
Orientals do not wish to discuss. 

** WE, BEFORE HE Comes NEAR, ARE READY TO SLAY 
HiM.’’—In October, 1902, in Fez, Morocco, a Muham- 
madan went out of a mosk and slew D. C. Cooper, a 
missionary, suddenly and without a word, because 
he had bound himself with an oath ‘to kill the first 
European Christian he saw.” This was done almost 
within sight of the British flag which floats at Gib- 
raltar and next door to French Algiers. 

‘*‘Do not THOU THEREFORE YIELD UNTO THEM: 
FOR THERE LIE IN Wait FoR HIM oF THEM MORE 
THAN Forty Men.”—While a Russian Jewish con- 
vert was in prison for his faith in Christ, his brethren 
(Jews) ‘‘bound themselves” to decoy him from his 
prison to the banks of the Dnieper ‘‘ to terminate his 
earthly existence,” but his friends frustrated the 
plans of his enemies as surely as did Paul’s nephew 
the scheme of the ‘‘ more than forty men.” 


SuweEir, Mt. LEBANON, SYRIA, 
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The worst hatred is that which wears the guise 


of holiness. 
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The Lesson in Every-Day Life 
By Charles Frederic Goss, D.D. 


OUND themselves under a curse(v. 12). It was 
a horrible compact! What I should like to hear 
would be the sequel of the story. If Paul’s sis- 
ter’s son was the kind of boy I think him, he must 
have taken a solid satisfaction in’watching those 
forty ‘‘curse-bound ” men, at the close of the second 
or third day of their fast! With what fine mortifica- 
tion must they have broken into their kitchen pan- 
tries when their stomachs had completely caved in! 
One can almost see young ‘‘ Paul's sister’s son” slap- 
ping his knee in delight, and hear him shout at 
them, over the garden fence: ‘‘ You'll never eat nor 
drink until you’ve killed my uncle,—won’t you? Ha, 
ha!” Ido not begrudge the boy his satisfaction, for 
one. Men who bind themselves with a curse will find 
themselves with a curse! I am not against oaths, 
but against ‘‘curse-bound” oaths. When an oath is 
only ‘‘a solemn attestation, in support of a promise 
or vow, by means of an appeal toa personage regarded 
by the person swearing as high and holy,” it seems a 
noble act. But when men ‘‘ renounce the mercy or 
imprecate the vengeance of Heavenif they speak not 
the truth,” they seem to play with lightning. There 
are not a few oaths that I should be only too glad to 
see my Sunday-school scholars take, and one of those 
would be that, by the help of God, they would always 
‘‘eat and drink” to his honor and glory. As the bird 
eats the worm to turn it into a song, we ought to take 
our daily bread to turn it into deeds and words of 
gentleness and love. 

But Pauls sister's son heard of their lying in 
wait (v. 16). In absence of historical evidence to the 
contrary, I will venture the guess that Paul’s sister’s 
son was somewhere between ten and twelve, for 
this is the age when little masculine pitchers have the 
biggest ears. What boys don’t hear at that age isn’t 
worth hearing, and, alas! much of what they do hear 
is worse. What I am trying to invent is an ear for 
Little Bill that will strain out all the bad stuff and 
let in only the good. Now, if one could only put in 
an attachment like a window screen, that keeps out 
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the mosquitoes and the flies and admits the pure air, 
I would put it on Little Bill, even if it disfigured him 
as much as the rubber nose.of.a. football player. 
Alas! noone but the boys themselves can invent this 
apparatus. This thing you can do and ought to do, 
my little men: You can leave a crowd when what 

ou are hearing is bad. Never listen to a word from 
Soy or man that could not be spoken before your 
mother or sister. Make that the unbending law of 
your life. But, after all, let us not forget to thank 
God for a boy’s ears. Through Little Bill’s I hear a 
thousand harmonies too sweetly subtle for my own. 
The ears of Paul's sister's son saved the life of the 
great apostle. 

And he came and entered into the castle and told 
Paul. 1 say his ‘‘ears” saved Paul's life. I mean 
the whole of the boy together. Who shall ever make 
a record of all the deeds of heroism performed by 
boys? It was a little Chinese boy that bore the most 
important message from Peking to the foreign sol- 
diers. Over the wall he went by a ope: hiding un- 
der under bridges; going without food; dodging the 
barbarous soldiers who patrolled the country; never 
getting discouraged; never giving up, and at last 
putting that precious document into the hands of the 
general! How brave and true a heart was this, that 
beat in the breast of this little Jew! ‘: They would 
kill his dear old Uncle Paul,—wouldthey!” Icansee 
his eyes blaze. God bless these plucky boys! Uncle 
Paul, you can never have a more loyal friend than 
your sister’s son.. One of the most sacred corners in 
a boy's heart is the shrine where there is an altar for 
uncle worship. 

For he hath something to tell. him (vy. 17). That 
something that the boy had to tell ‘was a very terrible 
fact indeed. And this you may believe—that when 
Paul shook the little fellow’s hand and kissed him, 
and told him to tell the truth simply, he could not 
torget that he himself had once been guilty of the 
very crimes these men were trying to commit. He 
was just the kind of man to ‘bring this home to 
himself.” ‘Something to tell!" How the little fel- 
low's heart must have burned with his big secret! 
There’s a very powerful and very dangerous passion 
in your soul, Little Bill. It is—to have something 
to tell. There is a very perilous sweetness in im- 
parting a secret. It isn’t altogether easy to under- 
stand why it gives us so much pleasure to have some- 
thing to tell. Be careful, Little Bill, what you tell. 
Don't you tell a lie, and don’t you ‘tell a tale,” and 
don’t you tell an impure story. That's a critical mo- 
ment. when a boy or girl takes another apart and 
whispers: ‘‘’Sh! I've got something to tell.” Nine 
times out of ten a thing that has to be whispered 
isn't fit to be told. 

The chief captain took him by the hand (v. 19). 
Kind old captain that! Must have had boys of his 
own, Knewthat even the bravest of them had to be 
braced a little. And so he ‘‘ took him by the hand.” 
I speak this by authority: You'll do a. good deal 
more with Paul’s sister’s son'through taking him by 
the hand than by the hair, or ear, or nose. 

Do not thou therefore yield (v.21). Paul's sister's 
son had a message for the old captain’s conscience, 
as well as for his ear, it seems. He knew by his own 
experience how hard it was not to “yield.” ‘I've 
been there myself, Captain. They will lie to you 
and coax you, and maybe bribe you; but don’t you 
pre It’s so awfully easy to yield, don’t you know ? 

came pretty near yielding to the temptation not to 
tell anybody about this plot, for I was scared worse 
than you know. But I didn’t yield, Captain, and 
don’t you. There's no sin in being tempted, Cap- 
tain. The sin is in yielding.” 

Hurrah for the little preacher! 

CINCINNATI, OHIO. 
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Planning without God is figuring without the 
principal factor. 
; —o ; 


Hints for the Superintendent 
By A. F. Schauffler, D.D. 


S TOLD in our last lesson, what did the Jews 
want to do with Paul? How was he rescued ? 
What plan did forty men now make with regard 

to the a age ? What did they bind themselves not 
to do before they had killed Paul? Who heard of the 
plot? What did he then do? What did Paul tell 
him to do further, when he heard the news? Did the 
chief captain take any measures to save Paul? Now 
have some one read Acts 23: 11.. Yes, here we have 
the Lord disclosing to Paul his plans for the Apostle’s 
future. Where was he to preach the truth? So we 
see in this lesson, as we have often seen before, two 
sets of plans, one human and one divine. What 
was the Human Plan for Paul? That he should 
Die. What was the divine plan? That he should 
Live. Let us put this down on the board? Now 
put down what is given below. Could both of these 
plans succeed? Which did succeed? Well, so it 
always will be. God is stronger than men, and he 
can cause the wrath of men to praise him, and the 
remainder he can restrain. What did Pharaoh plan 
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for Moses? What did God plan for him ? 
Jezebel plan for Elijah? 
with God's plan? 
was successful ? 


What did 
Was that in accordance 

Which plan, Jezebel’s, or God's, 
What did Herod plan for the Babe 





GOD'S MEN’S 
PLAN FOR 
PAUL 
LIVE DIE 











of Bethlehem? What did God plan as well? Which 
plan succeeded in this case ? 

What a comfort all this should be to us! For we 
may be sure that, if God has a plan for our lives, all 
that men can do to thwart that plan will be in vain. 
If God be for us, who can be against us? Our only 
anxiety should be that we put ourselves into God’s 
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keeping, and rest in his fatherly care. 
be well with us. 


New York Ciry. 


Then all will 


ee 
Suggested Hymns and Psalms 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘** Bible Songs "’) 


"When gathering clouds around I 
view."' 

**Stand up. my soul; shake off thy 
fear."’ 

**O Jesus, I have promised.’ 

* Forth in thy name, O Lord, IJ go."’ 

“ Awake, my soul, stretch every 
nerve.”’ 

‘*T need thee every hour."’ 

‘*A charge to keep I have."’ 

** When t survey the wondrous 
cross."* 


Psalm 34 : 1-9. 

(46:1-5. 69: 1-5.) 
Psalm 37 : 29-38. 

(51: 3-6. 79 
Psalm 119 : 17-24. 
(172 : 13-18. 243: 
Psalm 140 : 1-6, 

(207 : 1-4. 299: 

Psalm 33 : 8-11. 

(45 :4-9. 67:3. 


: 3-6.) 
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The most natural means are the most miraculous, 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


A leafiet has been prepared by Mrs. Bryner, for the help of 
coer teachers, which will give a great deal of valuable in- 
ormation about pictures, lessons, and home work, as well as 
a list of books which primary workers should know about. It 
will be sent by The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa., on receipt of a two-cent stamp. 


Quarter’s Thought: Paul’s Last Journeys; Things 
to Remember. 


General Thought: Christians Should be Cheerful. 


Lesson Thought: Paul Learned to be Always Cheer- 
ful, even through Hard Trials. 


Golden Text Teaches: Be of good cheer. 


Thought for Review Diagram : See first lesson, issue 
of March 21. (A fine lesson for the sand-board.) 


INTRODUCTION, 


How bright and happy you all look to-day! Let 
us repeat our glad verses: ‘‘ This is the day which 
Jehovah hath made; we will refoice and be g/ad in 
it.” ‘*Il was g/ad when they said unto me, Let us go 
unto the house of Jehovah.” ‘‘ Serve Jehovah with 
gladness: come before his presence with singing.” 
Sing, ‘‘I am so g/ad that our Father in heaven,” etc. 

Everything around us is so beautiful this spring- 
time that we cannot help being bright and cheerful. 
I wonder how many can be pleasant and happy, even 
when we are disappointed? I know a crippled child 
who cannot run and play outdoors as you can, yet 
he has ahappy, shining face, as he lies in bed, looking 
through the window at the spring blossoms, or listen- 
ing to the singing birds. Do you think it would be 
easy to be cheerful then? He is a Christian, and 
the Holy Spirit is his helper. 

REVIEW. 

Who was shut in a dark prison, with chains on his 
hands and feet, yet everybody who came near him 
noticed how cheerful he was? Paul. (Recall last 
week's picture and outline.) Our friend P——, bound 
with ch——, stands on the C—— s—— waiting to 
speak to the cr , if the c—— gives him permis- 
sion. He is not afraid nor ashamed because he is a 
Chr——. (Review last week’s Golden Text.) We 
will learn to-day why Paul could be so cheerful. He 
was not angry with the crowd. He remembered 
how he once persecuted Christians, how he stood by 
and watched Stephen die for Christ's sake. 

LESSON. 

The captain gave permission, Paul raised his 
hand, the crowd became quiet, then he told how his 
heart was changed, and he became a Christian. 
(Tell his life story, as in chapter 22.) 

For a while the crowd listened, then became angry, 
and wanted to kill Paul. They pulled off their 
clothes to fight, and threw dust into the air. Then 
the captain ordered Paul to be brought inside the 
castle and whipped. Paul told the soldiers he was a 
Roman, so they told the captain, who was afraid 
when he heard that, and came to see Paul. (Draw 
the prison, and write ** Paul in prison.”) Next day 
the captain allowed Paul to speak before the council. 
Some became his friends and some enemies. They 
listened awhile, then quarreled about him, and made 
such a noise that the captain told the soldiers to take 
Paul back into the prison for safety. This was 
much like the riot at Ephesus, when we learned 
‘* The Lord preserveth the faithful.” Paul knew our 
Twenty-third Psalm, and before he lies down to 
sleep that night in prison I see him praying, and re- 
peating, ‘‘I will fear no evil; for thou art with me,” 
just as we say ‘‘ Now I lay me down to sleep.” 

Such a beautiful thing happened that night. In a 
dream or vision the Lord stood by him, and said, 


“Be of 


of good cheer, Paul,” etc. This was God's 
promise. 


(Add to blackboard outline.) Sing: 


‘** God is always near me 
In the darkest night,’’ etc. 
Or, 


** No, never alone.”’ 


So Paul was happy and cheerful even in prison. 

What do you think happened outside ? Forty men J 
plot against Paul. (Add toblackboard. Read aloud 
VS. 12-15, explaining particulars.) 

But somebody heard,—Paul’s sister’s son. Who 
would that be? Paul’s nephew. Wouldn't he & 
ashamed of his Uncle Paul in prison? Why nz) 
He asked to visit him in the castle, then told Pail, 
Paul called an officer, and sent his nephew to the cap 
tain. (Show lesson picture. Read vs. 17-22. Pictur 
cards are published by the Providence [R. I.] Litho 
graph Company, but should be ordered of your de 
nominational house.) While forty bad men outside 
are plotting how to kill Paul, one brave boy is trying 
to save him. (Add ‘‘1 Brave Boy Tells” to outline, 
The captain made plans quickly. He called two off- 
cers, saying, ‘‘Be ready by nine o'clock with two 
hundred soldiers, seventy horsemen, and two hur 
dred spearsmen, to take Paul to Cesarea, and carry 
this letter to the governor.” Let us watch them 
start. How surprised Paul must have been to see 
four hundred and seventy soldiers to guard him! 
(Make the road and three groups of soldiers.) B 
morning they are miles away. Four hundred so 
diers come back to the castle (rub them out), and 
seventy horsemen take Paul to Caesarea. (Begin 
the last journey with green ribbon from Jerusalem 
to Cesarea.) Only a few days before, Paul left the 
ship here, and visited in Philip’s house, where the old 
prophet tied his hands and feet with Paul's girdle 
Now Paul is a prisoner, and cannot visit his friends 
The soldiers give the letter to the governor (explait 
it). The governor says he can’t hear Paul until the 
witnesses come from Jerusalem, so he urders Pail 
kept in the judgment hall. 

The Bible doesn’t tell us what those forty men dif 
when they found out Paul was gone. hey were 
surely very angry, and had to break their vow 
starve. 

How many things had happened to Paul in a few 
days! But he was safe aad honey as he thought 
how the Lord stood by him, and said, ‘‘ Be of gov 
cheer.” (Add to review diagram). He though 
again of the heavenly kingdom and the crown [0 
faithful Paul. Sing (see last lesson) ‘‘ Nearer tli 
end of toil and care,” etc. 

Children, hard trials come to everybody some 
times. When we remember kow cheerful and happ) 
Paul was, it ought to be easy for us. Let us take fo! 
our motto, ‘* Be of good cheer.” 
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LESSON FOR MAY 10 


The first sin to enter never shuts the 


























































ill door behind it. 
*% 
for the Intermediate Teacher 
By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 

OU have to get Paul, in this lesson, | 
out of Jerusalem, away from the 
cruel Jews, and down to Cesarea 

$) in charge of the Roman governor of the 

rovince. Show the disposition of the 

6.) ews which led to the destruction of 

their nation, the providence of God 

1-6, ) which made use of Paul’s trials to give 

him the opportunity to fulfil his great 

14.) urpose (Phil. 1 : 12-14), and the way the 

opposition to the gospel furthered its 

3-5.) spread. Thus you can strengthen the 

confidence of your ag re in the ultimate 
triumph of Christ’s kingdom, and en- 
lous, courage them to pray and work for it 
under all conditions. 
The lesson includes the whole of chap- 
ter 23. Every incident is picturesque. 
Keep before the minds of your pupils 
the fact that Paul, the servant of Christ, 
js all the time the controlling person, 
though a prisoner in bonds. Present : 
1. Paul before the Sanhedrin (Acts 22: 
, i 3~to23: 11). His first statement con- 
God's cerning himself was a reflection on the 
well-known corrupt character of the 
high-priest. ‘I have lived as an 
honorable citizen,” he said. Ananias 
poth showed that he understood the im- 
plied censure and illustrated his brutal- 
ity by a gross insult to the prisoner 

- (vy. 2). This brought from Paul a direct 

ty men BM <tatement of Ananias’s character (v. 3). 

| aloud He apologized for refiecting on the office 

Who of the high-priest, but didnot withdraw 
his words. Probably they were ironical, 

he . probing still deeper into the rottenness | 
7S of the body before which he was being 

d Patt judged (v. 5). Then he set the opposing 

he ca Miiactions, by a single sentence, into a 

Pictur HR fury, which showed the Roman tribune | 

] Litho Tithe impossibility of their passiug just | 

our dt H.dgment on him. 

outside 2. Paul’s Message from the Lord Jesus 

S tryitg My ir). It assured him of the divine 

outline) MRnproval of what he had done at Jeru- 

two off: HiRciem, and that his great purpose would 
rith two ibe fulfilled. With that support he could 
vo hut Tiiace every danger. 

id catty HM 3. The Plot Against Paul (vs. 12-15). 

ch thea Jescribe the conspiracy, and show how 

n to sé ithe members of the sanhedrin were a 

rd him'ibarty in it. If the conspirators failed, 

rs.) By Bhe rabbis could absolve them from the 
dred ‘ onsequences of their vow. Their plan 
nut), aleMRtill further reveals the character of | 

(Begit@nose into whose hands had fallen the 
"x: povernment of the Jewish Church. The 


bation went to destruction because its 


re para taders had shut their minds against 
I's gir rn he truth, Their only answer to the 
5 oe reaching of Christ and the resurrection 
r (exp/a Mas “Kill the preacher.” The lesson 


| until the 


ders Paul ey have given to mankind is that 


Hose who grow in spiritual knowledge 
re continually putting away old things 


 eegg S nd putting on new things, and that the 
ye Y hurch or nation will die which has not 
ir Vv 


open mind toward God as he appears 
b the life of its own time. 


lin a ue 4. The Plot Exposed (vs. 17-22). Show 
e thoug AY favor of the Roman officers toward 
3e of or aul in letting his friends have access 
ie thong’ phim (v. 16), in the willingness of the 
crown ‘yfkccrion to take Paul's nephew to his 
Nearer “Riief (y, 18), in the kindness of the cap- 
nef. ward the young man (v. 19), and | 
ody se ie US acceptance of the story as true. 
oy ey rplain why the Roman officers were 


ost always friendly toward Paul. 
*s upright Christian character win 
respect of unprejudiced persons, 
d why ? 

5. Paul’s Escape to Caesarea (vs. 23-35). 
ow why so large an escort was pro- 
led (v. 23); why such arrangements 
te made for Paul’s comfort on the 
Y (v. 24). Then_point out the fair- 


26-30), the respect with which Paul's 
ort treated him (v. 33), and the cour- 
Ywith which the governor received 
')—a courtesy which was not lessened 
€n Paul's case had been fully ex- 
ined (24: 22, 23). Ask your pupils 
they see in these things a fulfilment 
Christ's promise to Paul (v. 11). 

ou will nowhere find a finer illustra- 

of wise Christian conduct under the 


‘s of the report of Lysias to Felix | 
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| severest tests than in these experiences 


|of the great apostle. He conciliated 
| Jewish believers, outwitted Jewish ene- 
mies, won the favor of Roman rulers, 
| and received distinct evidence of the 
| approval of God. 


Suggestive Questions 


1. Paul’s Wisdom and Courage. How 


did he appeal to a fellow-feeling in hon- | 


est Jews ? (22: 3-5). How did he present 
Jesus to them ? (vs. 14-16.) 
avoid a scourging? (vs. 25-29.) How 
did he expose the character of the Jew- 
ish rulers? (23: I-10.) 

2. Paul’s Support from the Lord. Why 
did the Jewish rulers hate him? What 
good result could he hope for from ex- 

sing their character? What reason 

ad he to fear tor his life? (23: 10.) 
How did he know that the Lord had 
spoken to him? What reason had he 
to expect that he would reach Rome? 
How did the coming of his nephew, and 
the treatment of him by the Roman offi- 
| cers, confirm to him the revelation he 
had received ? 

3. Paul’s Treatment of Unbelievers. 
| How did he convince the Roman cap- 


tain of his character and purpose? | 


What was the result of his exposure of 
the character of the Jewish rulers? 
(v. 29.) How did his accusers confirm 
the captain’s testimony ? (24 : 5-9.) ite 4 
did the Romans treat him with kind- 
ness and courtesy? By what means 
can Christians gain the confidence of 
unbelievers and a hearing for the pre- 
sentation of the gospel of Christ ? 


Boston. 
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God's servants cannot die an un- | 


timely death. 


et 
The Senior Bible Class 
By Professor Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D. 
| The Plot Against Paul 


| I. THE GENERAL PREPARATION (Acts 22: 
| 30 to 23 : 35). 


[For each member of the Bible Class.] 


| Although Paul’s perilous position was 
| due to the hostility of the Asiatic Jews, 
|rather than of those of Jerusalem,. he 
was now the object of the fanatical 
hatred of all who were in authority. 
They realiged that their most detested 
enemy was within striking distance, 
and did not 
nity go by. 

in great danger, his only defense a 
guard commanded by one who could not 
appreciate the merits of his case. He 
needed the comforting vision of that 
night, which let him know that it was 
still in God’s plan that he should wit- 
ness for him at Rome. Asa matter of 


fact, the most useful years of Paul’s | 
career were still to come, and in conse- | 


quence of this very disaster, which at 
this time seemed almost irreparable. 
The events of the next day were very 
illuminating as regards Paul. He was 
taken down for examination by the san- 
hedrin. In the eyes of that august 
body he must have seemed an easy 
victim, but he was the master of the 
situation. It was, to be sure, too much 
| for his quick temper to be so wantonly 
insulted, but he was equally quick to 
make an apology, which we are bound 
to suppose genuine. Paul may have 
been near-sighted, or he may never have 
seen Annas before this meeting. With 
characteristic adroitness, 
to make his defense, he made a plea 
with which the larger portion of his 
judges would sympathize. It was en- 
tirely true that his own ministry was 
based upon the resurrection, and had 
no significance if that were not a fact. 
With all his confidence in God’s care, 
Paul was never a sort of Christian fatal- 
ist. He contested every inch of debata- 
ble ground, he took every reasonable 
chance of escape, he left the outcome 
serenely to God. Some men, in view of 
the vision of the night, would have 
thought it needless to inform the cen- 
turion about the plot laid by the zealots 
| to kill the apostle. Paul put him on his 
guard. This glorious common sense 


ow did he | 


ropose to let the opportu- | 
he bold apostle was surely | 


when asked | 
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with which the apostle was endowed | 
was a strong factor in his broad useful- 
| ness as a pioneer of Christianity. 


II. REFERENCE LITERATURE. 


Note by the Editor.— Professor Sanders has pre- 
pared a careful and exhaustive list of books on the 
study of the Acts, which The Sunday School Times 
| issues in the form of an attractive sixteen-page leaf- 

let, containing also practical suggestions on the con- 
} duct of a Senior Bible Class. It will be sent to sub- 
scribers for a two-cent stamp by The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Bird, in ‘‘Paul of Tarsus” (425-432), 
has the sanest and most complete study 
|of this episode available. Bartlet, 
| ** Apostolic Age "’ (163-165), is, as always, 

clear and suggestive. Stifler, ‘‘ Intro- 
duction to Acts ’’ (222-231), has an inter- 
esting study of the trial. Stokes, ‘t Com- 
mentary on Acts” (Expositor’s Bible; 
II, 440-446), gives particular attention to 
Paul's methods and motives. 


III. QuEsTIoNs For Stupy aND Discus- 
SION. 


| To be allotted, in advance, by the leader, for care- | 


ful consideration, to members of the elass.] 


1. The Trial before the Sanhedrin. 
(1.) Why should the chief captain seek 
to have Paul thus tried ? (2.) What was 
the clever element in his plea? (3.) Is 
it necessary to suppose that he was 
tricky ? 

2. The Plot to Kill Paul. 
this caused by anger at Paul’s clever 
escape? (5.) How was it to be carried 
-out? (6.) How was Paul made aware 
of it? (7.) How did he provide for his 
' safety ? 

3. His Vision. (8.) What did God 
tell him in the midnight vision? (9.) 
Why did not Paul rely merely on this 
| promise for his safety ? 

4. Paul’s Personality. (10.) Indicate 
how it was illustrated in these incidents. 


(4.) Was 


| ITV. Some Leapinc THovuGHTs, 


[For general discussion under the direction of the 
leader.) 


Plots avail little against a man who 
trusts in God, and is wideawake and 
sensible. 

Such a man never really loses. God 
| sometimes changes his career, but to 
achieve greater ends. 


| Yate University. 
| % 


God's mercies often spring out of 
man's miseries. 








Meal-Time Drinks 


Should be Selected to Suit the Health as 
Well as the Taste 

When the coffee toper, ill from coffee-drink- 
ing, finally leaves off coffee, the battle is only 
half won. Most people require some hot drink 
at meal-time, and they also need the rebuilding 
agent to build up what coffee has destroyed. 
Postum is the rebuilder, the other half of the 
battle. 


but find this a thin, unpalatable diet, with no 
rebuilding properties. It is much easier to 


break away from coffee by serving strong, hot, | 


well-boiled Postum in its place. A prominent 
wholesale grocer of Faribault, Minn., says: 
‘* For a long time I was nervous, and could not 
digest my food. 
scribed a tonic, and told me to leave off coffee 
and drink hot water. 


** I did so for a time, and got some relief, but 


did not get entirely well, so 1 lost patience, and 
said, ‘Oh, well! coffee isn’t the cause of my 
troubles,’ and went back to drinking it. I be- 
came worse than ever. Then Postum was pre- 
scribed. 
two mornings I could hardly drink it. 

‘Then I had it boiled full fifteen minutes, 


and used good cream, and | had a most charm- | 


ing beverage. 

‘I fairly got fat on the food drink, and my 
friends asked me what had happened, I was so 
well. 
right. . 
‘‘I know other men here who use Postum 

among others the cashier of the Security Bank 
and a well-known clergyman. 
| ‘My firm sells a lot of Postum, and I am 
certainly at your service, for Postum relieved 
me of stomach trouble."’ Name given by 
Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 


Some people stop coffee and drink hot water, 


I went to a doctor, who pre- | 


It Was not made right at first, and for | 


I was set right when Postum was made | 
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it is admitted by alt scholars 
that the 


American 
Standard Edition 
of the 


REVISED 
BIBLE 


gives the meaning of the original better than any 
other translation of the Holy Scriptures. 
The Sunday School Times says: ‘It is the standard 
translation for the English-speaking world.”’ 
Prices from $1.00 upwards, For sale by 
all booksellers, or send for catalogue. 


THOS. NELSON & SONS, Pubs., 37-41 E. 18th St., New York 
public with the gran- 


Scenes of the, owsiic win 'the'san: 
Rockies Rocky Mountains, the 


Colorado Midland Railway 
ward, postpaid, upon receipt of price, the following: 








To familiarize the 


(Pike’s Pea oute) will for- 


A magnificent steel engraving, 26X40 inches, of 
Hagerman Pass, Colorado (11,500 feet above sea 
level) 50c. 
Twenty-five photographic views of Rocky Moun- 
tain scenery, each 9X7 inches, per set. . . $1.00 
| Send monev order, New Yorr or Chicago draft te 


| C. H. SPEERS, Gen’! Pass. Agt., Denver, Colo. 
| CORRESPONDENCE Courses in Divinity and Phi- 
losophy. Degrees conferred. For tree catalog, write 
C.J. Burton, Pres. lowa Chris.College, Oskaloosa, la. 











| YOUNG PEOPLES 
» PPAISE 











By Ira D. Sankey 


REGULAR EDITION. 
270 SONGS—10 new with the sevect of 
the OLD. SEPARATE EDITIONS for 
C. E. Societies, B.Y. P. U's. & Epworth Leagues. 

Handsomely bound in silk finish cloths, 
Each 25 cts. a copy, or $25.00 per 100. 
Examination copies mailed free. 


THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO., New York & Chicago 


a month made by one agent. Outfit 25 
$350 25°°5. H Earle & Co. Pubs., Boston, 


‘Individual Communion Service 
gs 


or without 
handle. 


articulars. Geo. H. S ger, Mer. 
58 Washington St., Hey Mass. 


Individual Communion 
F Outfits, Sn4,,*, ee, atalon 


and list of users. 
SaniTARY Communion OutTrFit Co, 
Dept 23, Rochester, N. Y. 


THE GREAT CHURCH LIGHT 


| For eiectric, gas, or oil. Send 
dimensions. k of Light and 
estimate free. 1. P. Frin 


| MLYMYER 
| CHURCH 
Rofo 
| THE GE 
| M 





















Write for 
256 and 











k, 55x Pearl St., New York. 
UNLIKE OTHER SELLS 
MORE DUR- 










Foundry Ceo., 


NVINE. MENFELY BELLS 





The most perfect, highest class bells in the world. 
eneely & Co., Waterviiet, West Troy P. O., N.¥ 


CHURCH BELLS ana'Peat 


and PEALS 
Best S ri d Tin. . 
McSHANE BELL, FOUNDRY, Baltimore tid. 














Introduce yourself to some of the ad- 
vertisers whose goods you want by men- 
tioning The Sunday School Times when 
you write. 

















‘DIVINITY. SCHOOL 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY 


CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 


AN _UNDENOMINA TIONAL 
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 


| Announcement for 1903-04 Now Ready. 


Clears the 
Brain 


and urges lazy livers 
into natural action. 


At druggists, 50c. and $1, 
er by mail, from 








Used by American 
Physicians for 5 years. 


THE TARRART CO., REW YORK 
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Che Sumday School Gimes 


Philadelphia, April 25, 1903 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
** second-class matter.” 


Subscription Rates 
The Sunday School Times is published 


weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers. These rates include postage: 


75 cts Five or more copies, either to 

* separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, will be sent at the rate of 
75 cents each, per year. 


One copy, or any number of 
$ 1 -00 copies less than five, will be sent 
to separate addresses at $1.00 each, per year. 

One free copy addi- 
Free Copies tional will be allowed 


for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate. 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
time paid for, untess by special request. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the paper to 
enable all the teachers of a school toexamine it, will 
be sent free, upon application. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School ‘limes will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 
One or more copies, one year, 6 shillings each 
For Great Britain, Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 
27 Paternoster Row, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subscriptions at the above rate, the 
© to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the 
subscribers. 
Tue SUNDAY SCHOOL TiIMEs Co,, Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
P. O. Box 1550. 











HRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 
delegates and friends attend- 
ing the Nationa: Convention 

at Denver this year should by all 
means take the far-famed 


LOOP TRIP 


Denver to Silver Plume and re- 
turn via the 


COLORADO G&G 
SOUTHERN RY. 


This is the most fascinating one- 
day trip in the country, and is so 
conceded by all who have taken it. 


T. E. Fisuer, General Passenger 
Agent, Denver, Colorado. 


P. S.—We have many other delighttul 
trips that are enjoyed by the tourist near! 
as much as the‘ Loop.”” Handsome it 
lustrated publications, covering them all, 
sent to any address on receipt of three 
cents to cover postage. ‘IT. E. F. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


sete i ¢ DF. ML \ SAA Rss 
polishes quickest, wit brilliant black lustre. 
Makes old stoves look like new. Nothing soeasy. Large package. 


Made by PROPRIETORS OF RISING SUN STOVE POLISH. 














HIS subject is ably and interestingly treated in the Illus- 
trated Hebrew-Christian Quarterly called The People, 
the Land, and the Book. The current nvmber con- 

tains articles on ‘‘ The Law and the Gospel ;"’ ‘‘ The Ground 
of Jewish Opposition to Christ ;'’ ‘‘ Eastern Problems and 
the Jews ;'’ ‘' Palestine and her Jewish Colonies,’’ with illus- 
trations taken on the spot, verifying the words of Amos: 
‘They shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine thereof ; 
they shall also make gardens, and eat the fruit of them, .., saith 
the Lord thy God,"’ and many other important articles of great 
interest to students of prophecy by Hebrew and Christian 
scholars. 


The People, the Land, and the Book 


keeps its readers well informed concerning the Zionist move- 
ment, in articles gathered from original sources. To readers of 
The Sunday School Times the subscription will be $1.00 
with a miniature of the Holy Scrolls used by the Jews in the 
time of Christ, aud now read from in the synagogue every 
Sabbath day. ‘This Scroll will be of great interest to all 
Sunday-school workers. The magazine has been very highly 
commended by religious and secular periodicals such as : The 
Churchman, Christian Herald, Religious Telescope, Sunday-School Journal, Journal 
and Messenger, Christian Work, Union Gospel News, Silvér Cross, Brooklyn Eagle, 
Brooklyn Times, and Watchword and ‘Truth. Sample copies, 1o cents each. Address 


Editor BENJAMIN SCHAPIRO, 345 E. 3d St., Room 22, New York City 

















Southern Pacific Co. 


California 49.75 


from Philadelphia 


Through Tourist Cars 
Highest Class 
Choice of Routes 








Address any Southern Pacific Agent 
1. H. Nutting, G.E.P.A., 349 Broadway, N.Y. 
R. J. Smith, Agt. . . : 
A. M. Longacre, T.P.A. { 799 S. 3d St., Phila. 
E. O. McCormick, P.T. M., San Francisco, Cal. 
S. F. B. Morse, A. P.T.M., Houston, Tex. 








$33.00 to the Pacific Coast 


Via the Chicago & North-western R’y 
from Chicago daily Feb. 1§ to April 30. 
Low rates from Chicago to points in Colo- 
rado, Utah, Oregon, Washington, and Cali- 
fornia, Pullman tourist sleeping-cars to San 
Francisco, Los Angeles, and Portland, daily, 
double berth only $6.00. Personally con- 
ducted excursions. Choice of routes, 
dress W. A. Cox, 601 Chestnut 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


America’s Summer Resorts 





Ad- | 
Street, | 





—7~ 











E most attractive and most 


resort in the Southwest. No- 


Arizona of hot springs of medicinal value 
and mild winter climate be found. 
Altitude 2,300 feet ; temperature equable. No high winds or dust storms ; no mists or fogs or frosts ; an 
average of but one cloudy day in ten, apd humidity the lowest of any place on record. 
Abundant supply of water of absolute purity, very beneficial in rheumatism and like disorders. Open 
ols of different temperature in which bathing can safely be indulged in‘and enjoyed any day in the year. 
Yut-of-door amusements provided, and trained saddle horses for the many delightful mountain trails. 


AN IDBAL PLACE FOR REST AND RECUPERATION 
Hotel accommodations first class in every respect. Located attractively near Hot Springs Junction on 
the Santa Fe, Prescott & Phoenix Railway, from which point stage lcaves every morning, except Sunday, 
over the finest mountain road to be found in the West. 
Buy your tickets via the Santa Fe Route and Ash Fork. 
upon application to 





Further information and descriptive pamphlets 


H. P. ANEWALT, GEN. PASS. AGENT, 
S. F., P. & P. RY., PRESCOTT, ARIZ. 











P H 
Hot Springs T favored pleasure and‘ héalth | 





THE 
UNION 
PACIFIC 
RAILROAD 


has the Best Service, Best 
Equipment, Best Trains, 
Best Tracks, Best Route 


to the 


General Assembly Pres- 
byterian Church in the 
United States of America 


Los Angeles, California, May, 1903 


If you want a quick, comfortable, safe, 
and pleasant journey to the next as- 
sembly see that your tickets read via 
Union Pacific Railroad. Ask us for 
detailed information, also literature. 

J. T. Henpricxs, Gen. Agt., 808 Chestnut 
Street, Phiiadelphia, Pa. 


R. TENBROECK, Gen. East. Agt., <87 Broad- 
way, New York City. 


Sunshine and Strawberries 
Every Day in the Year 


The Map of Mexico 


will show you at a glance that the 
Mexican Central R’y reaches all 
the important points in Mexico. 
The table-land of the Republic is 
traversed in its entirety by the 


Mexican Central 
Railway 


along which line are to be found 
the most desirable resorts in the 
world for both summer and winter. 
Notable among them are Guadala- 
jara, Lake Chapala, and Aguas- 
calientes, which are high and dry, 
and every day in the year pleas- 
ant, and every night cool. 





For information apply to 
W. D. Murdock, G. P. A., Mexico City. 


W. C. Carson, Eastern Agent, 52 Broad- 
way, New York City. 








| 
C. R. Hudson, Traffic Mgr., Mexico City. | 








send a stamp to George H. Daniels, 
ew York Central, New York. 


For a cop 
GPA, N 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





May 10, 1903. What Does the Story of 
Zaccheus Teach Us? Luke 19 : 1-10, 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON —Seeking Christ earnestly (Matt. 20: 
TUES.-—Graciously received (Psa. 63 : 3 


WED.—Joy in obeying (Psa. 1t00:1 ) 


5). —_ 

THURS.—The chief of sinners (1 Tim. I: 
: 15-17). 

FRI.—Sons of Abraham (John 8 : 33-59), 

SaT.— Physician to the sick (Mark 2: 13-17), 











(7 7 ccd 
About seeking Christ earnestly. 
About rest.tution for wrongs done, 
About the wideness of God's love, 


Sher is good in any man who is 
glad to see Jesus. Evil cannot ep. 
dure the presence of Jesus. The 

men who brought the sinful woman to 

Jesus, as related in the eighth chapter 


| of John, all slunk out of Jesus’ presence 
| as soon as they began to feel the force 


| of it. 
| duct, springing from no real hatred for 





| 
} 
} 


| 


where else can such a combination | 


Their mean, self-righteous cop. 


sin or pity for sinners, seemed utterly 
contemptible and despicable in the pres. 
ence of Christ, and they escaped from it, 
lf any man wants to see Jesus, and is 
glad to hear him speak, there is good in 
that man. 
i. 4 

Something good is sure to happen 
when Jesus visits a man’s home. He 
cannot go anywhere without carrying 
blessing with him. 


** The healing of the seamless dress 
Is by our beds of pain, 
We touch him in life’s throng and press, 
And we are whole again.’’ 


No home can be without Jesus and not 
be distinctly poorer for it ; and we can 
perceive almost invariably whether he 
is in a home or not by the ‘‘ feel” of it, 
and the evidence of his presence in some 
tenderness or enrichment which he al- 
ways brings, and he alone. 

None of us need be denied the privi- 
lege of seeing Jesus, and of having him 
in ourhome. Zaccheus was a little man. 
A tree helped him. None of us is so 
small or so obscure that something can- 
not lift us into the sight of Jesus. Ip 
deed, the blessedness of his having gone 
away is that now-teges are not needed 


| for little peoplé=and-the privilege of en- 





tertaining him is not confined to one 
home in one village. To every heart 
and every home he can now come. 


‘** Center and soul of every sphere, 
Yet to each loving heart how near.” 


The Saviour cares nothing for lines of 
race or caste or wealth or standing. He 
went as readily to Zaccheus’s home as 
he would have done to the home of the 
rabbi. And he would have gone 4s 
readily if Zaccheus had been poor. To 
day each of us may have him in our own 
home. The rich might not condescend 
to visit us, or the poor might refuse to 
come, but Jesus will not refuse. He's 
the free guest of all. 

% 


Jesus may go in to lodge with sinners, 
but he will not lodge with sin. That 
must go out, and, if it will not. then 
Jesus will go. What he seeks is sole 
tenancy. e enters for the purpose of 
agua. Those can have him who 
will pay the price. And what a price 
How eagerly life should leap at the de 
sire of paying it!. We give sin, and get 
the Saviour. We give death, and get 
life. We give time, and get time and 
eternity both. We give what is nothing 
but misery and wretchedness, and we 
get joy and power and usefulness eter 
nally. | 


** Ring out false pride in place and blood, 
The civic slander and the spite ; 
Ring in the love of truth and right, 

Ring in the common love of good.”’ 


Zaccheus was not content to do ay, 
thing mean or small. The law requit 
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LESSON FOR MAY to 


A Spring Food 


pon’t Impoverish Your Blood, but En- 
rich Your Blood at This Time of the Year 


% 


LACK OF STRENGTH 
MEANS LACK OF FOOD 


% 


The Best Food-Medicine for 
Spring Exhaustion is Ozomulsion 


% 


A FREE TRIAL BOTTLE SENT BY 
MAIL TO EVERY ONE INTERESTED 


a 


The disagreeable feeling of tiredness | 
which comes over us at this time of the | 
year isa sign of Nerve Exhaustion, the 
only Real Relief for which is a Medicinal | 
Food—Ozomulsion. 

Nerve-drugging is Dangerous. Blood- | 
thinning is nearly as Bad as Blood-letting. | 

Both weaken, instead of Strengthening 
the Nerves. 

But Ozomulsion, by Vitalizing and Re- | 
wilding the Nerve-substance, and En- | 
rching while Disinfecting the Blood, 
quickly restores ‘* Tone’’ to the System, 
ad renders you ‘* Fit’? and Well. 

Qxmulsion is a Spring medicinal food. 

It feeds Starved Blopd and Energizes 
the Circulation. 

It is the New Food Idea applied to 
Spring System Invigoration. 

It will freshen you up and Prepare 
you for the warm weather. 

Will supply the food stimulus to keep 
Your Machinery working, instead of 
Running Down just when you have so 
much work to do. 

Get Well, stay Well, work Well, on | 
Ozomulsion. | 

Ozomulsion is more than mere food, | 
Itcontains Medicinal Ingredients made | 
available out of Nature’s Laboratories by | 
Modern Methods of Research. 

Cod Liver Oil, with Guaiacol and the | 
Glycero-hypophosphites of lime and soda, | 
form the base for a combination having | 
wonderful, medicinal, Vitalizing force in | 
he Energizing of the run-down system. 


SENT FREE 


By MAIL On 


TRIAL 
> a 


The Vitalized 
nulsion of Cod 
Liver Oil «« Par. 
Xcellance’’ 
lat Physicians 
use in their fami- 
sand Pre. 
mbe in their 
ospital and 
vate practice, 
d is sold by 
TUggists in 
se Bottles 
ening Over Two Pounds, for One 
Le Write for a Free Trial Bottle, | 

ter or Postal Card, giving your | 


; © and complete address, with street 
number. 
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“0MULSION-FOOD CO) 
‘PINE STREET, NEW YORK| 





| graded. 


| their own questions in this line. 
| the denominations are likewise issuing sup- 
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at least fourfold restitution in the case 
of theft (Exod. 22:1). He at once of- | 
fered this, but, in addition, half.of his 
goods for the poor. When the-Saviour 
and salvation come to men, however, 
they cease to calculate such things | 
meanly. They feel a bit of the spirit of | 
the Father, who gives good measure, | 
pressed down, running over. The réal | 
secret of the want of benevolence and | 
generosity in men is that they have not | 
got what Zaccheus got. Let the Saviour 
in, and the wealth will fly to the ends of | 
the earth in his service, and, flying, will 
be multiplied. ‘‘ There is that scatter- | 
eth, and increaseth yet more.” 
“ | 
The Son of man is abroad looking for 
men little and big. He seeks them, and | 
he seeks them to save them from the in- | 
justice of keeping wrongfully acquired | 
wealth, from meanness and sin, from 
themselves, and from the evil one. 
he seen us yet? Are we looking for | 
him hoping to be seen ? or are we behind | 
Zaccheus’s tree,--not up it? And, found 
of him, are we joining in his search for 








Let us keep to the ways where Jesus 
passes. 
To see the Saviour is to put one’s self 

where the Saviour can see. 

The Jews who murmured because he 
had gone into a sinner’s home were kin | 
to the elder brother of the prodigal son. 
Let us help the Saviour to find sinners, 
and not criticise him because he tries to 
do so. 





Marion Lawrance’s 
Question Box 








The General Secretary of the International Sun- 
day-school Convention will answer here questions 
on Sunday-school matters—nof biblical questions— 
that are of general interest. If not answered here, 
they will be replied to personally. Address “‘ Marion 
Lawrance’s Question Box,”” The Sunday School 
Times, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 





Does the average normal class require a nor- 
mal expert to teach it? 

Get the very best teacher you can. It is 
better to have a novice than no teacher at 
all, provided he does his best, and continu- 
ally tries to do better. 





Where can I get information in regard to 
graded Sundaysschool helps ? 

Write to «he denominational publishing 
houses, —your pastor can tell you the address 
of your own. However, you are reading 
just now from a paper that has graded lesson 
helps in it. 





Which is the better way to teach,—by ques- | 
tion or the lecture method ? 

For the average teacher, the question 
method is by far the best. There are com- 
paratively few successful lecture teachers. 
** Hearing them and asking them questions ”’ 
was said of the Great Teacher. 





We are desirous of adopting a form of exer- 
cises in our Sunday-school that will be suitable | 
for children in the intermediate and adult de- 
partments of our school. Do you know of any- 
thing published in this line ? 

A similar question has been answered 
before. (See issue of March 14.) There | 
are various books and booklets of opening | 
exercises. Consult your own denomina- 
tional publishing house, or send for the 
books referred to in the former answer. As 
a rule, the best opening and closing exercises 
are those gotten up by the superintendent | 
for his own school. 





I have been trying to have the Sunday-school 
Have used Primary Manual, edited 
by Margarette Cook,. but after they leave the 


| primary I want a list of questions for the juniors. 
| Can you help me? 


Hundreds of superintendents are preparing 
Nearly all 


plemental outlines for the junior and other 
departments. For samples from various | 
quarters, suppose you address as follows: | 
Dr. Frank Woodbury, Halifax, Nova Sco- 
tia; the Rev. Dr. F. L. Hayden, North 
Yakima, Washington ; Wells D. Butterfield, 
443 Lincoln Avenue, Detroit, Michigan; 
S. E. Gill, Westinghouse Building, Pitts- 


burg, Pennsylvania. 


‘ 


! 


others to save, heart and home ? | : 


in 
Millions worth of clothing are 
thrown away yearly, worn out 
by washing. Save your part 
ash with Pearline; 


everything washed with Pearl- 


ine lasts much longer. 
PEARLINE washing is easy, 
uick, economical. 695 


on’t Drudge— 
Use Pearline 
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NEW SERVICE 
TO 
CALIFORNIA 


On January 4, 1903, the Chicago, Mjlwau- 
kee, & St. Paul Railway, in connection with 
the Union Pacific and Southern Pacific Rail- 
ways, established through car service be- 
tween Chicago and Nebraska, Colorado, 
Wyoming, Utah, Nevada, and California, 
with three daily trains in each direction. 
Equipment consists of Pullman First-Class 
and Tourist Sleeping-Cars, Library Cars, 
Dining-Cars, and Free Reclining-Chair Cars. 

For detailed information, for rates, time- 
tables, sleeping-car reservations, call on your 
nearest Ticket Agent, or address George j. 
Lincoln, Commercial Agent, 818 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

















Advertisements have introduced you 
to some of the best things you have. 








































These blanks are for the con- 
-venience of all who would like 
to acquaint others with the new 
features of The Sunday School 
Times, as described on page 
215 in this issue. 
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When mailed with 2s cents to The 
Sunday School Times Co. this certificate 
is good for a six months’ (26 weeks 
ote subscription to The Sunday Sch 

mes. 












When mailed with 25 cents to The 
Sunday School Times Co. this certificate 
is good for a six months’ (26 weeks 
—_ subscription to The Sunday Schoo 

mes. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs Co, 
1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Enclosed you will find 25 cents, for 
which please send The Sunday School 
Times for six months (26 weeks) on 
trial, to include Dr. Schauffler’s special 
articles on Sunday-school work and 
the new features mentioned in your 
issue of April 25. I have not been a 
subscriber within the last six months. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL Tims Co, 
1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Enclosed you will find 25 cents, for 
which please send The Sunday School 
Times for six months (26 weeks) on 
trial, to include Dr. Schauffler’s special 
articles on Sunday-school work and 
the new features mentioned in your 
issue of April 25. I have not been a 
subscriber within the last six months. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES Co. 
1031 Walnut St:, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Enclosed you will find 25 cents, for 
which please send The Sunday School 
Times for six months (26 weeks) on 
trial, to include Dr. Schauffler’s special 
articles on Sunday-school work and 
the new features mentioned in your 
issue of April 25. I have not been a 
subscriber within the last six months. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs Co. 
1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Enclosed you will find 25 cents, for 
which please send The Sunday School 
Times for six months (26 weeks) on 
trial, to include Dr. Schauffler’s special 
articles on Sunday-school work and 
the new features mentioned, in your 
issue of April 25. I have not been a 
subscriber within the last six months, 
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Muoria yupexazcnia MMITEPATOPCKALO Poccificxaro Mpaputeabotse Ose 
MOALSYWTCH UOMMYRANK MAUMHAMK CHCTCMN ,CuuTS~Ipems 9 * 


Translatio. of above fac-simile of report on trade conditions ia 
Russia written on @ Smith Premier Typewriter : PIANOS 


*¢Many of the officers . Have been Established over 51 Years 
of the IMPERIAL 








They represent that rare quality 
which is produced only by knowl. 


Al Russi d ledge and skill. 

American methods. At. (=== “Vose Quality” has come to be syn 
ter exhaustive and ciit- ¢'.. i | | onymous with piano perfection, be. 
ical examinations thir § Se cause it is the result of the most 
Government adopted eee thorough scientific investigation and 


the great — the greatest mechanical ingenuity, 
~ his brilliant ete = dowa CZAR NICHOLAS. Success, ' 

pon the streets of Spotiess Town. . ‘ x s . ' 
The glitter of his shining star The Smith Premier Typewriter. By Bn mB — Fatal Poy Bi 


ae c nese .~ ty : — plano, 
Arrests attention from afar. yn ttl gg one + trata Shey Agape rnp 
It lights the beat and goes to show “The American Invasion” has become the most absorbing commercial question in > oss bange, expense. “Fou ean deat wien 

i i i i i i dis tt Bost 
That naught can beat SAPOLIO Europe. The Smith Premier Typewriter leads the invaders in every commercial conquest, * an fF ~ 5M EY bo m1 
A housek r’s attention is in- AMERICAN SUCCESS BOOKLET MAILED FREE ON REQUEST. Sull information. 
stantly arrested by the condition of the 
shelves, paint, windows, and tins in VOSe & SONS PIANO CO. 
her neighbors kitchen. These mark 161 BOYLSTON STREET, BOSTON, MASS. 
— housekeeping. No matter how 
ne the rest of the house may be, if 

the kitchen is not clean it shows the 
worst kind of unthrift. A basin of 
water, a cloth and 


SAPOLIO 317 FOURTH AVENUE, B. & B. 


A Small profit prices on highly fashionable 

will save you from this reproach. PIT TSSURA, PA. s dress fabrics, which will at once demonstrate 

_ - ‘ ON SAVINGS ACCOUNTS, CcOM- - that a Dollar has more purchasing pows 
: POUNDED TWICE YEARLY. You ey than you knew. 

Society of Christian Endeavor, CAN BANK BY MAIL AS SAFELY c 

AS IN PERGON. warre ror sooner wo. 3. g Geod, heavy 36-inch Black Taffets Silk 

Denver, 1903 Dollar kind, 85c. 


The Passenger Department of the Chicago CAPITAL, SURPLUS, $5.405 165.96 ge Flaked Woolens——not quite all 
& North-Western Railway has issued a yery ‘laa en wool, 40c. 
é . © © JOSHURORHODES, PRESIDENT. 


wets” . ° aut § Strictly All-Wool Woolens— Dollar kind, 
interesting folder on the subject of the James C. CHAPLIN, VICE-PRES. Homer C. STEWART SEC. & TREAS. \ 65c: —§0 inches wide. 

Christian Endeavor meeting to be held at me A. D, Ross, asst. sec. 4 = JOHN W. TAYLOR, MGR. SAV. DEPT. i Newest and most stylish Woolens—sow 

ani; JOSHUA RHODES, JAMES C. CHAPLIN, M. K. MC MULLIN, ; ; ; 
Denver, July 9-13, together with informa- E. ©. CONVERSE JAMES S. KUHN, JOHN C. REILLY, WILLIAM H. LATSHAW 65 inches wide, $1.00 and $1.25. 
tion as to reduced rates and sleeping-car | GEORGE H. FLINN, HON. CHARLES 8. FAIRCHILDS GEORGE W. DARR, | Broken assortments of shades of Mists 
i | sh lescripti F 4.0. CALLERY JOHN A. BELL CHARLES A. DONNELLY and French Beatrice Cloths — all-wool- 

service, as wel asas ort description of the : Seventy-five Cent kinds, 35c. 

various points of interest in Colorado usually = 25,000 yards double width, White ground, 
visited by tourists. Send 2 cent stamp to | Satin Stripe Macras—neat-colored, far-aput 

4 , 

W. B. Kniskern, Passenger Traffic Manager, figures, 10c.—a value you'll thoroughly » 
a: preciate. 

Chicago, for copy. 















































Yama Mai Silk—-the new Jap Dress Lining 

San Over ne —8o0 shades—strong and serviceable—\ 
Pood that Rebuilt is fea'e Body, and Built , inches wide, 37%c. a yard, 
g : d 


By food alone, with a knowledge of what Send for Spring Catalogue and 1903 (wr 
food to use, disease can often be warded off | 


- ‘ te, . tain Catalogue. Free. 
m bes a { Bx there’s always 
and health maintained. It is manifestly best me ai te BOGGS & BUHL 
and safest to depend upon food rather than too iP TOG get 7 
much drugging. Dept. Ss. T. Alleghery, Pa 


A case in point will illustrate. A well-known 
man of Reading. Pa., treasurer of a certain ' ew 
club there, says : ‘‘I have never written a testi- | b , SIX PER CENT INTEREST 
monial letter, but I have been using Grape- | . 2 Earned absolutely and safely on gilt- 
Nuts about a year, and have recovered my aes f } securities. 


Choice Oklahoma Mortgages 


: ‘ On improved farms, worth many times 
a : ts oil ee a wa amount loaned. Securities examined by 
For five years I was a sufferer from a dread- Pe ae , r salaried experts. Write for latest list. 
ful condition ; the trouble was most obscure." . j Winne & Winne, Winne Bldg., Wichita, Ks 
Here follows a detailed description, and the 


4 > 
condition certainly was distressing enough. Libby $s Luncheons 


(Details can be given by mail.) Make housekeeping easy for mistress and for 


" , maid, fur they are always ready to serve. ; 
‘* Nothing in the way of treatment of drugs Every one of Libby's (Natural Flavor) Food ebec Central 
; as rati . Products is prepared after recipes by famous 
benefited me in the least, and an operation was : - ~ : 
chefs who cater to the tastes of epicures. p A k makes 
seriously considered. In May, rgor, I com- The delicious flavor of the Libby Pro- dee enttons. Sold oo o0si 
menced using Grape-Nuts as a food, and with ducts is unsurpassed—they taste everywhere, or sent al way 

: : even better than they look. by mail upon receipt 
no idea that it would in any way help my con- “ How to Make Good Things to Eat” is free | of 25 cents. 
dition. In two or three weeks’ time I noticed or for one Rt A pe Fam eo | The favorite tourist route betwee? 
an improvement, and there was a steady gain 


Libby, McNeill & Libby, New York and Quebec, and 
from that time on, until now I am practically Chicago 


St. Lawrence’ River oints 
ree (Que 
well. I don't know how to explain the healing Through parlor car betwee “vt 


bec and New York. For ‘old 
value of the food, but for some reason, although a . > . <= : TT: : ’ ra ; 
it} k 1 Ih d G , and all other information 
z re ee — = parrnk 2 i teed G . any tourist ticket office, o' 
health, and the change is entirely attributable : 








health, and feel that I would like to write you 
about it, for the case is extraordinary. 






























































; ; Frank Grunpy, General Man 
to Grape-Nuts food, for I long ago quit medi- | & : brooke, P. Q. ; 
cine. 1 eat only Grape-Nuts for breakfast and ‘ ‘ oo wainine am 
luncheon, but at my night dinner I have an P. R. Nene, T. P_a., Room ¢ 
assorted meal."' Name furnished by Postum 


pot, Boston, Mass. 
Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 





